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formerly
a
NAPA
location.
Owner
Steve Messinger says
although the owner
wasn’t ready to sell the
property at this time,
he has entered into a
long-term lease with the
owner and intends to

Pittsburgh Trombonist Reggie Watkins will be
featured along with Washington, DC’s Marshall
Keys in the Jazz Crossroads Band coming to
Bridgeport on May 22nd.

Area jazz fans who are test their social wings
fully vaccinated against at a nightclub style
the COVID-19 virus can performance coming up

stay for a long time.
Messinger is from the
local area. He grew up
on Lambert’s Run and
graduated from Lincoln
High School with the
Class of 2005. Since
that time he spent five
years serving in the U.S.
Navy, has owned and
sold other automotiverelated businesses, and a
little over a year ago, he
started a tinting business
in Hepzibah.
“It was evident that
I would outgrow the
space in Hepzibah,
and, unexpectedly, that
occurred rather quickly.
I was fortunate to
find this location, and
although I’ve been open
here in Shinnston for
only about three weeks,
just in that short period
of time, my business

has increased 35%,”
Messinger stated. “The
market is good right
now, but a lot of this
increase is due, I believe,
to my new location here
in the downtown area.”
Having been given
permission to do any
remodeling he deemed
necessary, Messinger
and his co-workers
have been busy making
improvements. Interior
remodeling is mostly
completed and there is
ample space to work on
four vehicles inside.
Some exterior work
on the property has
been done, but he’s not
finished yet. Passersby
may notice the bottom
of the building’s exterior
is now wood (instead of
block). That wood is
Continued on Page 3

on Saturday, May 22, in
Bridgeport, WV.
Termed
the
“Comeback Concert”
by producers, the West
Virginia Jazz Society
(WVJS), this will be
the first in a series of
post-pandemic music
performances scheduled
by the group in 2021.
WVJS has booked the
all-star Jazz Crossroads
Band in Bridgeport’s
Benedum Civic Center
with doors open for
dining starting at 6:30
p.m.,
followed
by
music from 7:30 to 10
p.m. Tickets are $55
and include the catered
dinner. Seating is limited
to 60 fully vaccinated
patrons
seated
at
socially distanced fourtop tables in the Civic
Center’s
ballroom.
Patrons will wear masks
until seated and all

patrons, staff, vendors
and artists will be fully
vaccinated.
“Our goal is to present
the music and food in
as safe and healthy a
manner as we can in as
comfortable a situation
as we can arrange,” said
Eric Spelsberg, WVJS
President.
“We are
working toward a great
experience for everyone
participating.”
The Jazz Crossroads
Band
will
feature
prominent jazz artists
from
Pennsylvania,
West Virginia, Virginia
and the District of
Columbia,
hence
the
“Crossroads”
nomenclature. Names
and resumes of the
players will be released
soon, and published on
the
WVJazzSociety.
com website as well as
Continued on Page 3

Shinnston City Council Lays The Levy;
Discusses Progress Of Project Goals
On Tuesday, April
20th, a Special Meeting
of
Shinnston
City
Council resumed the
budget meeting of
March 8th to lay the
levy.
No comments
were made and laying
the levy was approved
for FY 2022. It was
noted, however, that
there will be a couple
of adjustments that will
need to be made to the
budget.
The Special Meeting
concluded and Council
proceeded
into
its
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Hiatus Of Live Jazz In The Area Ends In May

By LEIGH C.
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal Editor
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Alpha Tint owner Steve Messinger is shown here
finishing a vehicle’s window tinting, a process that
should be done by an experienced professional and
one that can be completed within just a few hours!

A new business has
opened its doors in
downtown Shinnston;
Alpha Tint & Detail
Center now occupies
the property that was

Food For Thought ...... Pg. 2

A Publication of Mountain Media, LLC

New Business – Alpha Tint & Detail Center
– Has Opened In Downtown Shinnston

By LEIGH C.
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal Editor

Apr. 29, 2021 - May. 5, 2021

regular work session.
One citizen, Rudy Dorci,
petitioned to speak
to Council regarding
paving the Rail Trail.
He stated that there are
many people who don’t
favor this. Objections
were that it will create
heat for those who area
walking and it is harder
on walkers’ knees. He
also stated that there are
plenty of paved areas
locally to walk on.
There were a number
of discussion items on
the agenda, most of
them in reference to
project updates and a
continuation of matters

THIS IS WHERE…
YOUR SURGERY
IS OUR SPECIALTY

previously discussed.
Those items discussed
included:
Update
on
signage – Mr. Edwards
said he still favored
the decorative signs to
run from Charles St.
to Clement St. in the
downtown area, but
would like to consider
estimates from Ace
Welding,
a
local
business, for other
needed signage.
Progress
on
new roof at Pool – it is
completed.
Scheduled
Paving – Mr. Amos is
supposed to start paving

in the coming week.
Broadband
discussion on bringing
fiberoptic to Shinnston;
Thrasher is doing a
study, and CityNet
would be interested
in going in on it.
Councilman Wiles felt
that Frontier should
be involved in these
discussions as well.
Purchase
of
a street sweeper – the
City Manager stated
that arrangements had
still not been set to
view the second option
but that he and Perry
DelRio will be meeting
Continued on Page 3

75 Cents

Local Business Owner Is
An Exceptional Visionary,
Volunteer & Leader
The Shinnston News & Harrison County
Journal has named James Swiger as April’s
Citizen of the Month, a program sponsored by
Dorsey Funeral Home in Shinnston – locally
owned & operated.

JAMES SWIGER
Photo by James Crim Photograhy

By DIANA BEDELL
News & Journal Staff Writer

It comes as no surprise that a favorite line
of James Swiger comes from the 1986 Johnny
Cash song, “My Children Walk in Truth”, which
says, “…for the greatest joy while living, comes
to me when I am giving”. Swiger is well known
in the Harrison County area as a go-getter
when it comes to volunteering, leading local
Kiwanis activities, playing a role in revitalizing
uptown Clarksburg and overseeing architectural
projects such as the renovation of the Robinson
Grand theater.
Many have come to know the Salem native
since his return to the Harrison County area in
2000, upon graduation from the University of
Tennessee and a brief stint with an architectural
firm in Marietta, OH. In many circles, Swiger’s
name is synonymous with volunteering his time,
his talent and resources. He has been an ardent
supporter of the United Way of Harrison County
Continued on Page 8

It’s A Small World
Building
Amazing Cities
By JIM HUNT
author, speaker, consultant

One of the things that continues to amaze me is the
ability of technology to shrink the world and give
us access to places and people that we could hardly
imagine just a few years ago. Last week, I was on
a Zoom call with a gentleman from Morocco who
had introduced me to a guy in Hamburg, Germany.
As we talked, I marveled at how clear the video
was and it seemed as if they could be in the next
room. The call was in the mid-afternoon, but I
noted the darkness outside the offices in Germany
and Morocco and the realness of the distance was
made clear. Both of the gentlemen spoke English
and we had no problem communicating.
Technology has advanced so much in my life
and I still remember making calls when I was a
young man and how faint and distant the voices
sounded. When I was in the Soviet Union in 1972,
I made a couple calls and it took several minutes
to go through the overseas operator and when my
mother got on the line, I could barely make out
her voice. We spoke for a couple of minutes and
then concluded our call. I had called collect and
was worried that the bill would be exorbitant. My
Continued on Page 4
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Great Things Require Patience
I read online recently
that people had been
asked what they loved
about their community.
The answers offered
seemed to portray a few
universal needs among
those people.
For
example, many spoke
of the ability to know
and interact with their
neighbors … others
spoke of the feeling of
safety … and still more
said they loved a sense
of belonging. Were their
communities perfect?
NO. And, in fact, the
‘perfect’
community
may not exist! Every
community has its
share of concerns and
a need for betterment;
however, it is probably
important to remember
here the old saying that
‘Rome wasn’t built in a
day’. This adage attests
to the need for time
and patience to create
great things. Important
work is, unfortunately,
often not completed as
quickly as we’d all like.
I make every effort
to attend the Council
meetings
in
my
community so that I
can accurately report to
readers what business is
being addressed by city
leaders. I don’t believe
my community is much
different from others in
that there is typically
not an overabundance of
residents in attendance
… unless there is a
problem and they want
to bring it to someone’s
attention or express
their complaints, hoping
for a solution.
It is fine for citizens
to tell of experiences
in their neighborhoods
and ask for support
with
finding
a
resolution.
However,
when remarks become
accusatory, it won’t
speed up productivity.
Criticisms can do one
of two things so they
need to be treated with
care. They can serve
as a building block for
improvement or they
can be a wrecking ball.

The focus has to remain
on the situation in need,
without placing blame
and sounding harsh.
I have noticed that
some
complaints
being made are in
fact matters that our
City Council is in the
process of addressing.
But ‘process’ is the key
word here. There is
always a ‘process’ and
other things that come
into play. For instance,
is what is needed
affordable; if so, bids are
taken, then considered
and awarded.
Then
there may be a waiting
list, or it may be weather
conditions that thwart
immediate delivery of
the work or perhaps
equipment
problems
that must be dealt with.
From experience, I can
tell you that reaching
the people you need to
speak with or getting
them to return a call
can very often take
time as well. All sorts
of ‘incidentals’ (out of
a person’s control) can
come into play. It is
rare that one can snap
one’s fingers and see
immediate results.
As
a
personal
example, a few years
ago I had a sewer
issue at my residence
and I was told it was
on MY property so I
was responsible for
its correction. I spent
several thousand dollars
having repairs done
only to find out that still
part of the problem was
outside the boundaries
of my property! I was
encouraged to file a
complaint and ask for
reimbursement; I chose
not to do that. Everyone
makes mistakes, and in
the meantime, I had
taken care of a few
issues that WERE my
responsibility. And I
had to be patient and
wait for the City to find
and fix what was their
obligation. Perhaps it
wasn’t done as quickly
as I would have liked
because
they
also

had other problems
elsewhere to address
… but I was patient,
it got done and was
appreciated.
I guess what troubles
me is that criticisms at
public meetings often
sound like personal
attacks and blame is cast
on people who are trying
to do their jobs the best
they can. I know most
of the officials in my
community and I don’t
believe there are ANY
who deserve to be made
to feel like they are not
being constructive with
their time. I was taught
that before judging
others, it is a good idea
to ‘walk a mile in their
shoes’ … sit behind
their desk for a few
days … take a look at
their long to-do lists …
suffer their many daily
interruptions, etc. To
ask kindly when work
might be expected to be
done is one thing, but to
insinuate that they are
purposely not moving
forward is unfair.
While
council
meetings are open to
the public along with
access to governmental
proceedings, I read that,
as the United States
Supreme Court put it,
“The Constitution does
not generally grant to
members of the public
a right to be heard by
public bodies making
decisions.”
So it is
a matter of courtesy
extended if citizens are
permitted to address
their council with their
concerns. That being
said, maybe this Council
should be thanked for
giving their citizens
that privilege … and
maybe they should be
addressed with that
same courtesy.
Just
some ‘food for thought’
………….
This week’s dessert:
“Critics should learn
to see the difference
between constructive
and
destructive
criticism.”
~
Anonymous

Find the Super Crossword Answers on Page 8!
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This Week In West Virginia History
The following events
happened on these
dates in West Virginia
history. To read more,
go to e-WV: The West
Virginia Encyclopedia at
www.wvencyclopedia.
org.
April
29,
1863:
Confederate
General
William E. ‘‘Grumble’’
Jones waged a battle
at
Fairmont
that
involved a force of 500
regulars, home guards,
and volunteers. The
Confederates prevailed,
burning the personal
library
of
Francis
Pierpont,
governor
of
the
Restored
Government of Virginia,
and exploding an iron
railroad bridge across
the Monongahela River.
April 30, 1871: Coach
Fielding Harris ‘‘HurryUp’’ Yost was born in
Marion County. He
was a tackle on West

Virginia
University’s
football team in 1895
and 1896, while earning
a law degree. In 1901,
Yost’s first season as
coach at University
of
Michigan,
the
Wolverines compiled an
11-0 record, including
the 49-0 defeat of
Stanford in the first
Rose Bowl.
April
30,
1927:
An explosion roared
through the Federal
No. 3 mine owned by
New England Fuel
and
Transportation
Company
of
Everettville,
Monongalia
County.
The explosion, the
subsequent fire, and gas
in the mine killed 97
men.
May
1,
1788:
Pendleton
County
was
created
from
Rockingham, Augusta,
and Hardy counties.

The county was named
for Virginia statesman
Edmund
Pendleton
(1721–1803).
May 1, 1930: Mother
Jones celebrated her
birthday in Maryland.
Mother Jones, who
was 100 years old by
her count, made her
debut before newsreel
cameras, condemning
the Prohibition Act ‘‘as
a curse upon the nation’’
that violated her right to
have a beer instead of
water.
May 2, 1900: State
founder
Waitman
Willey
died
in
Morgantown.
Willey
is remembered for the
Willey
Amendment,
which provided for the
emancipation of slaves
as a precondition for
the creation of West
Virginia.
May 2, 1925: Flying
saucer
investigator

Debra Smith
Advertising
Sandy McIntyre
Composing/Circulation

The Need To Focus On ‘Roads To Town’
Dear Editor,
“Rails to Trails”?
Let’s try something
a little better … like
“Roads to Town”. I live
in the northwest arm of
Greenbrier County, WV
and I’m totally fed up
with the horrible roads
we travel.
A few years back, big
dollars were spent on a
stretch of Rails to Trails
near Russellville, WV. I
gave my opinion as well
as others in this area
with concerns on the
potential trail’s lack of
use, unauthorized use
and waste of money.
Not long after the
trail’s grand opening,

it became a favorite for
horseback riding, ATVs
and drug trafficking –
yep, a big drug find.
The offenders were
using the trail as a road
to their large marijuana
patch. I thought the
trail was for foot traffic
and bicycles. ??? Then
the big flood came and
washed it away, and
the authorities put up
closed signs but the
trail bed is still used
today by ATVs and
horseback riders.
A neighbor told me
last week that now we
are getting ready to
spend again and fix
our “Rails to Trails” at

Nallen,
Russellville,
and on into Rainelle by
2024. Those who live
in Beckley, Lewisburg
or surrounding areas
may have decent roads,
public water or even an
aquatic center on the
rise, but in many areas
not so close to town,
we don’t. We have pot
holes big enough to
break a vehicle’s axle
on our 55 mph hard top
roads!
I am a promoter of
“Roads to Town” and I
vote!
Sincerely,
Bob Nolen, USAF
Ret.
Nallen, WV
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N&J Briefs
FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY

“Briefs” is a calendar of events listing provided free of
charge to churches and non-profit organizations. Items will
be published one time only and will be listed in the order in
which they occur. Please submit your ‘briefs’ two weeks
prior to the event (if possible) by 4 PM on Friday. Fax
your information to 304-592-0603 or send via e-mail to
newsandjournal@yahoo.com.

BRIDGEPORT LIBRARY
Bridgeport library is still closed to the public,
however pick up is available. Readers can access
the library’s catalog by reserving books on their
website at www.youseemore.com/bridgeport
and may pick up books on the following days
and times: M-W-F 12:00pm-7:30pm and Tues.
& Thurs. 12:00pm-4:30pm. until further notice.
Personnel will be available to answer questions,
and the library’s digital resources will continue
to be available. • Contact Amy at the library at
304-842-8248 for information.
HAM & BEAN DINNER
The Jones Run Farm Club is sponsoring
a ham and bean take out dinner on Saturday,
May 1 from 11:00am to 3:00pm at the Jones
Run Community Center (3602 Jones Run Rd,)
offering beans and ham, cornbread muffins and
fried potatoes with ramps for $10.00. We are
also selling seasoned wilted ramps and fresh
ramps for an extra cost. For more information
call 304-783-4868. (Just an FYI - the Jones
Run Church will end the clothing giveaway
program in May. We will longer accept clothing
donations.)
ST. ANN’S SPAGHETTI DINNER
We’re back!!! St. Ann’s Catholic Church, 610
Pike St., Shinnston will be hosting a Curbside
Take Out Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday, April
25 from 11:30a.m. to 2:30p.m. or until sold
out. No preorders accepted. $10 for adult meal
with 2 meatballs - $5 for child portion with 1
meatball. Meal includes salad, bread, & dessert.
Come enjoy this renowned recipe.
LOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Lowe Public Library has resumed its
regular hours to the general public: Monday
11:30 am – 7:00 pm and Tuesday- Friday 11:30
am – 6 pm, CLOSED on Saturdays. Curbside
service will still be available to those who
request it by calling 304-592-1700. The library
is disinfected routinely throughout the day
(also, immediately after children visit).
WV HERITAGE CRAFT CLASSES
The following classes are being offered by the
West Virginia Heritage Crafts located at Quiet Dell
Grade School - exit 115 I-79: Embroidery class
- Saturday April 24 1pm-3pm. Price $15.00 Call
Mary @ 304-669-1295 for a list of supplies needed
and to reserve your seat.

WVU Extension’s Popular ‘Dining With
Diabetes’ Program Returns In May
Diabetes is one of
the leading chronic
illnesses
in
West
Virginia.
According
to the West Virginia
Department of Health
& Human Resources,
1 in 8 West Virginians
have been diagnosed
with diabetes. WVU
Extension Service is
working to reduce these
numbers and enhance
overall health through
its
‘Dining
with
Diabetes’ program.
The
four-week
program, which will
be offered virtually
again in May, will
focus on nutrition

education,
cooking
demonstrations,
healthy recipes and
physical
activity.
The classes are free
and open to those
who
have
been
diagnosed as diabetic/
pre-diabetic,
family
members, caregivers
and others who are
interested in learning
more about creating a
healthy lifestyle. Each
participant will receive
educational materials
and healthy recipes
they can make at home.
“It was great to
see individuals from
around the state come

together
to
learn
more about living
with Diabetes,” said
Ric Rodriguez, WVU
Extension
Service
Family and Community
D e v e l o p m e n t
agent. “The Dining
with
Diabetes
program
offered
in April
provided
an opportunity for
community members
to learn how to prepare
healthy meals that are
easy to prepare and
tasty as well as upto-date
information
on nutrition, meal
planning and exercise.
It truly was impressive

“Shinnston City Council”
again with Nutter Fort
on this shared purchase/
use agreement.
Clement Street
– the DOH is looking
at fixing the sidewalk
issue there and has had
an engineer come and
look at it; however, no
timetable yet exists for
this work.
Shoulder
of
bridge – Councilman
Wiles wants this area
to be cleaned by city
workers; it will be an
agenda item at the next
meeting.
Fire
Hydrant
costs – Mr. Edwards
stated that the cost for
replacements
would
be $3,000 per hydrant.
There was discussion

its Facebook page.
South Texas Barbecue
Company, the popular
barbecue
specialists
from Lewis County, will
present a dinner buffet
featuring a choice of
brisket or half-chicken,
MONONGALIA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
with scratch mashed
MEETING
The Monongalia County Beekeepers have a
meeting at Mylan Park in the new Monongalia
County Extension Service and 4-H Center on the
first Tuesday of every month; however, meetings
have been cancelled until further notice due to actually old, rustic pine
COVID-19. Please contact Debbie Martin for that he repurposed from
more information at 304-367-9488 or debbeez7@ the shelving in the NAPA
yahoo.com We look forward to helping you start building. Some unique
your beekeeping journey and will help you every touches of tin have also
been added to the façade.
step of the way!
“The exterior wood
HOPE, INC. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE still needs to be stained,
SUPPORT GROUP
and then we will also
Hope, Inc., a task force - support group on be painting the upper
growing free from domestic violence, will meet part of the building and
on Thursdays at noon at Koupal Towers, 916 West changing the bright blue
Pike Street in Clarksburg. For more information, to a more subtle and
call 304-624-9835 or email asniderhope@yahoo. neutral shade of gray,”
com.
he added.
“We are
expecting our new LED
KIDDING AROUND YOGA
signage to arrive soon so
Kidding Around Yoga is being held every we’ll be very easy to find
Thursday at 6p.m. at the Progressive Women’s … and we have a few
Association/Uptown Event Center, 305 Washington other things to do we’d
Ave., Clarksburg. These yoga classes are free. So, like to accomplish yet
bring your kids ages 2 to 12 to Kidding Around too.”
Yoga every Thursday. For more information, please
While the core of Alpha
call 304-624-6881. Certified instructor Erica Perry. Tint’s business is vehicle
window tinting, they also
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
A Christ-centered 12-step program for any hurt, do automotive detailing
habit or hang-up meets every Friday at 6:00 p.m. and install remote start
Messinger
at Horizons Church in Lost Creek with COVID systems.
noted
that
as
far as
capacity. Offers childcare (birth to 4 yrs.) and The
Landing for older teens. For more information, vehicles go, window
tinting offers 99% UV
call 304-745-5090.
protection to passengers
within … helps eliminate
fading of the interior …
stops prying eyes looking
at your belongings
inside … cuts down on
annoying glare while
driving on sunny days
and reduces eye strain

about using stimulus
money to buy some
hydrants, a purchase
that would improve the
lives of those living in
Shinnston and could
lead to a higher rating
and lower residents’
insurance costs.
Lincoln
Apt.
project costs – Cost
estimate is $630,000,
which would give enough
capacity to take in other
customers in the future.
Mr. Edwards noted that it
would be less expensive
to do a temporary fix now
and later do a full-fledged
city project. Even a
temporary fix would still
be done by engineers.
Painting
of
Wall on Pike Street –

potatoes,
seasoned
green beans and candied
carrots. The Corona
Cafe - also a Lewis
County-based business
- will provide cloverleaf
rolls and desserts.
Mon Health Systems
will provide protective

cont. from page 1

Mr. Edward stated that
Stantec does community
projects every year and
have agreed to undertake
repainting this wall as
one of those community
projects.
Establishing
a Dog Park on the
West Side – a couple
of
locations
were
mentioned as potential
sites for a dog park.
Swimming
Pool
Expenses
&
Updates – There are a
number of pool and park
maintenance needs that
should be taken care of
before opening the pool
and park for summer
activities.
Those
included: an upright
freezer (used) for the

“Live Jazz”

to see the response
and learning that took
place during our new
virtual format.”
The next cohort of
Dining with Diabetes
will be offered May
5, 12, 19 and 26 from
1-3 p.m. Participants
interested
in
the
four-week
program
should register online
by May 4th. https://
bit.ly/328tfHs
(case
sensitive). To learn
more about WVU
Extension programs,
visit  extension.wvu.
edu, or contact your
local WVU Extension
Service office.

concession stand; new
cabinets and countertop
for concession area
(Lowe’s); new cash
registers; electrician to
replace/fix pool lighting
(quote from Tri-City
Electric to arrive the
next day); large crack
in concrete near edge of
pool needs immediate
fix; new awning over
slide; new PA system;
and built-in computer
in pump room that
monitors
chemical
levels
and
water
pressure needs replaced.
Jay Harmer will be
providing the City with
a cost to handle this.
With no need for
Executive Session, the
meeting adjourned.

cont. from p. 1

covers patrons can
use to preserve their
COVID-19 vaccination
cards or certificates
for security and to be
available should booster
shots need to be certified.
This event is presented
through
generous

support from the Barbara
B. Highland Fund for the
Arts.
For more information
and to reserve a seat,
call or text Eric at 304517- 9813, or email WV
JazzSocietyNOW@
gmail.com.

“Alpha Tint & Detail Center”

If you advertised with us,
your ad would be

HERE!

when driving at night
… but most importantly,
it makes it easier to
maintain the temperature
inside your vehicle, thus
reducing the load on your
cooling system.
Alpha Tint’s expertise is
not limited to automotive
tinting
applications,
however; they also do
on-site window tinting
for both residential and
commercial properties as
well.
“There
are
even
more benefits when
tinting the windows
in a home or business
property,”
Messinger
continued. “The energy
savings is really QUITE
substantial!
And we
have different shades
and different types of
film to choose from.
Window tinting lends a
cooler, more comfortable
environment in your
home or office space
and it impedes burglary.
Here, as well, it can
help reduce sun fading
of carpet and furniture,
eliminate glare on your
TV, and can certainly
keep your home cooler
during the warm months
and reduce energy bills.”
The same is true in

a commercial location
or retail space, where
windows should be
assets and not problemmakers. Alpha’s wide
selection
of
solar,
decorative and safetyand-security commercial
window films offer a
cost-effective solution
for many windowrelated problems and
can even help keep
shattered glass in place
in addition to protecting
against graffiti. Again,
lowering energy costs
is ALWAYS a desirable
benefit!
Messinger is pleased
to become a locallyowned business in
Shinnston and proud, as
well, to be a veteran-

cont. from p. 1

owned
business.
Whether it is your
vehicle, your home, or
your office space, Alpha
Tint has the tools and
the expertise to improve
occupant comfort, lower
energy costs, enhance
privacy, and much
more. Call, stop by, or
get a free quote online.
Alpha Tint & Detail
Center is located at 434
Pike Street in Shinnston.
They can be reached by
calling 304-216-6689
or 304-592-1999. OR
visit their website at
alphatintdesigns.com to
request a quote.
Alpha Tint’s hours
are Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. until
6 p.m.

One solution for oxygen at
home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE
It’s oxygen therapy on your terms
No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles
with travel. The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator
is designed to provide unparalleled freedom for oxygen
therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, clinically proven
for stationary and portable use, during the day and at
night, and can go virtually anywhere — even on most
airlines. Inogen accepts Medicare and many private
insurances!
Reclaim Your
Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Call Inogen Today To
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-833-274-3943
© 2020 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Now, For “The Rest Of The Story”

GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

Last week, I reported that the Grapevine was
coming from Richmond, Virginia. I did not mean
to be evasive but my intentions were to tell you
“the rest of the story” this week.
My son and I made the trip because we had
an appointment at the Coleman Institute for
Addiction Medicine. At this clinic they provide
treatment for addictions. The treatment involves
detox and an initial implant treatment; the implant
is Naltrexone. While the implant is in the body,
it greatly increases the chances of the patient
staying abstinent. It is virtually impossible to
relapse. The Coleman Institute feels strongly that
the patient should be on Naltrexone therapy well
beyond the detox stage. After the initial implant,
there is a plan that the patient should have for
three, two-month implants. This will prevent the
patient from relapsing back to narcotic use and
gives them a chance to start making changes in
their lives.
On the first visit to the clinic, you plan on
staying for a week as an outpatient. During
this time, the patient receives daily shots and
medication is supplied to help with the detox
process. You must have someone accompany
you and administer the medicine. You will not be
allowed to drive. On the sixth day, the chip is
inserted in the stomach by minor surgery. You
will be allowed to return to the hotel but must
stay in the event of any complications. You will
be supplied with medicine in the event of an

infection from the incision and to help with the
fatigue and any other detox symptoms.
Now, your next question might be why am I
becoming so public with this. My answer is that
I know and I am sure that you know we have
a drug epidemic here in our area. I feel certain
that this treatment can work. It is a little costly
and cannot be for the homeless without some
financial help. But how many doctors, lawyers,
and businessmen’s children do you know that
have a problem. Do we not admit to it? Do we
hide it under the rug and fool ourselves? Then
comes the day when we find them dead. And still,
it is hard to accept. There is no addict that wants
to be an addict. All addictions are diseases of the
brain. It is an abnormality of the brain’s pleasure
center. The clinic states that they believe anyone
can recover but they have to be honest, open
minded and willing to put forth maximum effort.
Before I left, I asked the doctor if there was any
chance of getting a clinic in our area. I feel the
need in this tri city area is tremendous and I am
talking about financially able families. She said
that soon they would be opening one in Dayton,
Ohio. After I had witnessed the awful act of
detoxification, in my heart I wanted to have a
way to help all those individuals suffering from
addiction. This is a small price to pay to have
your child whole and healthy. You and I both
know there are no guarantees but it is sure worth
the try. Get the courage and move forward with
this today.
If you are interested, please call the Coleman
Institute in Richmond, Virginia at 804-353- 1230.
Tell them Mrs. Queen told you to call.
It is very hard to end this column, there are
some images that I will never erase, but until
next week, “Now You Have Heard It through The
Grapevine.”

I’m Now The Owner Of A New Cub Cadet
Pine Bluff
News
By Pat Matheny

Last Saturday, I mowed the yard for the second
time and handling the rather flat steering wheel on the
riding mower gave my wrists problems (I know…the
hypochondriac is starting again). I have had a suicide
knob (Necker knob) on the steering wheel for years,
but removed it after mowing the week before because
it made the one wrist worse.
In the afternoon, I hit three places on Bridgeport Hill
checking out zero turn mowers. I figured the levers
would be easier to handle than a steering wheel. I
decided to buy a new Cub Cadet with a 50” cutting
deck at Home Depot. That should cut the mowing
time from one hour to a half; I only mow half an acre.
Home Depot delivered the mower very early Tuesday
morning (0630) and left it setting on my driveway.
I wondered outside about noon when it started
warming up to check it out. I was having problems
aligning the seat adjustment bolts. Postal knew I was
in trouble and came over to check things out. If he
hadn’t helped me, the problem would still be there.
I kicked the tires (they seemed full), checked the oil,
and fueled it up. After starting, I took the mower to the
center of the yard and started playing around with it
and the wrists had no problems handling the levers (I
was impressed). I then mowed the front yard and was
starting to get the hang of it. I mowed the back part and
came back around to the front when I noticed one pull
wheel was flat and the tire was half off the rim!? I was
not a happy camper.
Thankfully, Denver was across the road at his dad’s

and he came to the rescue along with Postal, Julia, and
my little buddy Colton, plus other neighbors Josie and
Chris wandered over. We found a hole in the middle
of the tire tread big enough to put your pinkie through.
We surmised that the tire had been plugged and the
plug came out, so, I called Home Depot to lodge the
complaint. The lady was very nice and had me on the
phone for an hour trying to resolve the issue.
In the mean time, Denver found out what happened.
I had driven over a rebar sticking up that was holding
a rotting landscape timber in place around the deck.
Later, the lady from Home Depot called back with
another solution, but I told her I’ll just take care of it
myself. She asked me twice if I was sure. By that point,
I didn’t have the guts to tell her that I did it. Well, that’s
a $69.50 lesson I’ve learned so far, but it was nice
having a mini block party with the neighbors.
The PB Treasured Memories Club President, Julia
Martin, told me the members are going to have a pizza
sale. They are taking orders until May 16th and the
pizzas can be ‘curbside’ picked up May 21st and 22nd.
The unbaked pizzas are priced at 1 for $7 or 2 for $12.
I haven’t the faintest idea what 3 or more would cost.
Phone 681-443-1122 for ordering.
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday, I had
appointments at the VA Hospital (Sure miss the valet
parking). On one visit, Chris Shaw (Respiratory Dept)
snuck up on me while I was half dozing in a waiting
room chair and about scared me to death. It’s always
nice chatting with him; he’s one of the good guys. I
was scheduled to have lab work before each day’s
appointments, but I made it very clear on Monday that
they better get what blood they needed for the rest of
the week because I wasn’t going to give any more.
They thought I was being funny…I wasn’t.
Until next time, have a great week and remember
our Veterans.
Ace

“It’s A Small World”
cont. from p. 1
Zoom call to Germany and Morocco was free and
we could have spoken for several hours with full
video.
While many people have tired of the Zoom calls
during the pandemic, more and more people are
used to working from home and spending most
of their day on calls for their work. Others have
used the technology to connect with loved ones in
nursing homes or just keep up with the grandkids.
Last week, I traveled to Washington, DC for an inperson meeting, the first I had had for over a year
and the two people whom I met at the restaurant
worked for the same organization but had never
met each other in person. The one person was
hired at the beginning of the pandemic and the
organization had closed their offices and gone
strictly remote. It was strange seeing these two coworkers, who see each other daily on Zoom calls,
finally being together for the first time.
It is hard to imagine what comes next from
technology, but I am sure there is room for
improvement. Businesses everywhere are
reimagining how they will adjust after the pandemic
is over. Many workers have become comfortable
being at home and earning a living. Will they be
willing to get in their cars or ride the subway for
hours to sit in an office cubicle for eight hours a
day? No one knows, but it is hard to believe that
the pandemic has not created some new ways to
work and get along in society. Many companies
that own large office complexes have looked at
shrinking their office footprint and allowing their
workforce to work remotely with only occasional
visits to the office.
Naturally, not everyone can adapt their businesses
and organizations to Zoom meetings and remote
workspaces, but few businesses have not been
affected. Children who have been forced to attend
school through these virtual platforms will be used
to this environment and come up with innovative
and creative ways to adapt their jobs. The massive
change will mean that cities and towns will need to
look at providing more open spaces and facilities
to accommodate these digital workers and it opens
the door for places with great outdoor recreation
and activities to attract young workers to their
door. States have already recognized the need to
come up with programs and West Virginia recently
announced an effort to draw remote workers to
the state by offering a cash bonus of $12,000 and
another $12,000 in discounts to state parks and
attractions to workers who relocate to the state.
That will probably just be the beginning of the
“Gold Rush” to attract these workers.
I’m excited and anxious to see where this
takes us. My Zoom call with my colleagues from
Germany and Morocco might lead to a new water
technology being installed in the Southwestern
part of the United States and all of this was brought
about by the wonders of the Internet and the ability
to “Zoom” throughout the world.
Enjoy the future, it’s Amazing!

Historical Society Sponsors T-Shirt Sale Fundraiser
The Harrison County
Historical Society is
sponsoring a t-shirt sale
fundraiser which features
an original design based
on their collection’s
Bennett Rider 35-star
American flag. Both short
sleeve and long sleeve
t-shirts are available for

pre-order at the cost of
$25 and $30 respectively,
plus sales tax. The shirts
are available in the
colors gray, tan, blue, and
military green, and the
deadline for pre-orders
will be Friday, May 7th.
To order a t-shirt, please
contact the HCWVHS at
BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE
EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% & 10 %
OFF

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE *

NATIO

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY! **

WE INSTALL

YEAR-ROUND!
LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Promo Code: 285
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FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

2
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R
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TH

+

SENIORS &
MILITARY!

Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

1

CALL US TODAY FOR

A FREE ESTIMATE

1-844-295-2840

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Oﬀer valid at time of estimate only 2The
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License#
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration#
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suﬀolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License#
262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114

hcwvhs@gmail.com or
call 304-709-4902. The
shirts will be produced
next month, and at the
time of pre-order, you
must designate local pick
up or shipping for your
order.
In 1863, Harrison
County photographer
and merchant, Bennett
D. Rider, designed
an American flag to
celebrate the induction
of West Virginia as a
state into the Union
during the Civil War.
The flag itself was
sewn
together
by
Rider’s wife, Esther
Jane Rider, Elizabeth,
Celia, and Susan Eib,
Lydia Evans, Margaret
Sadler, and Euphama
and
Catherine
Williams.
During
the summer of 1863,

the flag was raised
outside of Rider’s
shop in Sycamore
Dale where it could
be seen by the Union
troops that traveled
from Clarksburg to
Buckhannon. Rider’s
daughter,
Eleanor
Rider Williams, led an
illustrated talk about
the flag’s history for
the Harrison County
Historical
Society
on May 15, 1968,
and small replicas of
the Sycamore Dale
flag were made and
distributed during the
WV Centennial in
1963.
If there are any
questions
regarding
the 35-star flag t-shirt
sale, please contact the
Historical Society at
304-709-4902.

With this Coupon receive
a FREE Medium Fry with
any sandwich purchase
Expires 5-6-21
One per customer per visit – not to be used with any other offer, discount
or within an EVM purchase. Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only. Cash
value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.
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April’s ‘Shinnston Spotlight’ Shines On All Season’s Florist & Gift Shop
Helping Customers During ALL Seasons & For ALL Occasions!
By ANTHONY TATE
Community
Development
Coordinator

Gifting flowers to a friend
or family member can
always convey a special
message. Whether it is
a sympathetic gesture,
congratulatory, get well,
or affection, a bouquet
can communicate your
feelings in a personal way!

Flowers are capable
of conveying many
messages. From love,
grief, congratulations,
or simply ‘just because’,
flowers are fitting for
any occasion.
Barbara Vance has
owned All Season’s
Florist and Gift Shop in
Shinnston for 32 years.
Though it is Shinnston’s
only
local
florist,
All Season’s offers
more than just flower

arrangements.
“We don’t only do
funeral arrangements
and flower deliveries
for the holidays, we
do it all year around.
We also carry a full
supply of nick knacks,
silk arrangements and
collectible home decor.
We even have a section
if you’re shopping for
men! It’s a complete gift
shop in the front plus
our live flowers in the
back,” said Barbara’s
husband, Kent Vance.
The couple takes
pleasure in operating
a local business and

interacting with all
the local people in
their time of need.
All Season’s has the
unique opportunity to
help people in the area
through some of their
hardest as well as their
happiest moments.
“We can be there to
give people the help and
support they need when
dealing with funerals …
and we can also be there
to offer our expertise for
weddings, one of the
most exciting times in
their lives!” Vance said.
They also want folks
to know that it is always

Shinnston Woman’s Club Reports On Its First Resumed Meeting
The Woman’s Club
of
Shinnston
met
Monday, April 19th
at the Clubhouse on
Bridge Street. Second
Vice President Carrie
Starkey had decorated
individual tables with
bright linens and silk
flowers in mason jars
to celebrate spring and
a return to the Club’s
meeting after three
months of cancelled
meetings due to COVID
concerns.
Featured speaker Bobby Bice is shown here after
Club President Debra
giving an interesting presentation on the history of Herndon
welcomed
the Big Elm tree.
those
present
and
introduced
Secretary
Wanda Ashcraft who led
the group in the Pledge
to the Flag. Ashcraft
then read a poem in
honor of Poetry month
and gave devotions.
The evening’s speaker
was Robert (Bobby)
Bice III. Bice began his
presentation by laying

Park Cleanup Day A
Successful Project

out a heavy rope in a
circle around himself.
He then explained that
the rope was to help the
audience visualize just
how big the Big Elm
tree was. Bice gave
a history of the tree,
which was over thirty
feet in circumference.
The tree was located on
the old Hood farm and
existed before Route
19 was built between
Shinnston and Fairmont.
Bice related how the
book, “Daughter of
the Elm” (which was
published three times)
helped to make the
already famous giant
tree a household name
in the area and beyond.
Several theories of what
exactly killed the tree
were presented as well
as pictures of the tree in
its later years.
Bice brought a section

best to visit your local
florist over a wholesale or
1-800 florist. Vance says
the care and attention to
detail you will find with a
local florist is unmatched
compared to big name
florists.
Though COVID-19
has been a difficult
time, Vance is hopeful
for a prosperous new

year in 2021. Holidays
always keep them busy
at All Season’s with
Valentine’s Day being
their busiest single
day of the year. Other
holidays like Mother’s
Day and through the
Christmas season, also
keep them busy for
weeks.
Continued on Page 9

Museum Scheduled To
Reopen May 6th
By DEBRA
HERNDON
Museum Director

The Bice-Ferguson
Memorial Museum will
open once again on May
6th.
The Museum’s
hours will be 9 a.m.
1 p.m. on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
each week through
summer and early fall.
Anyone who would

like to see the Museum
outside of these hours
can call or text the
Museum
Director
at 304-677-6650 to
arrange an appointment.
Adherence to mask
requirements and social
distancing is requested.
Museum
Director
Debra Herndon stated,
“We’re glad to finally
be opening but will not
Continued on Page 9

James Patterson Thrills Again!
By DEBORAH
STARKEY
Lowe Library Director

While
James
Patterson believes The
Black Book is his best
thriller ever, we think
The Red Book is even
better!
In The Red Book, for

Detective Billy Harney,
getting shot in the head,
stalked by a state’s
attorney, and accused
of murder by his fellow
cops is a normal week
on the job. So when
a drive-by shooting
on the Chicago’s west
side turns political, he
Continued on Page 9

Shinnston Garden Club Votes
To Support Community Garden

The Garden Club
of
Shinnston
met
April 15th for lunch
Continued on Page 8 at
Jimmy’s
Diner.
President
Dorothy
Rota welcomed those
present. Vice-President

Wanda
Ashcraft
presented
devotions
and the group joined in
the Pledge to the Flag.
Secretary Letha Stutler
read the minutes from
Continued on Page 10

March Brings Heavy
Activity For SVFD
The recent Park Cleanup Day produced significant
results thanks to help from several city leaders, Park
Board members, community residents, and youth
volunteers who focused their efforts on the park
entrance, pool facility area, and pavilions. VISTA
Volunteer Jon Olsen said it was a productive endeavor
with everyone enjoying the group participation
in the outdoors. Refreshments of pizza, chips and
bottled water were provided for the volunteers.

The community will welcome the
return of ‘Wind-Down Wednesday’ on
May 5th from 6-9 p.m. at the downtown
greenspace! Bring your lawn chairs
and plan to enjoy an evening of music,
refreshments and pony petting/rides!

Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department Chief
Dylan Oliveto reports that March was a busy
month for its volunteers. They responded to 84
calls during the month, which included:
55 medical calls
7 service calls (trees down, lines down,
flooding, etc.)
2 vehicle accidents
7 brush fires
3 structure fires
7 fire alarm investigations
3 car fires

Timothy E. Perine - L.I.C./Owner
Adam T. Perine - Funeral Director/General Manager
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

(304) 371-3512

1428 S. Pike St., Shinnston
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Bridgeport And WVU Football Make A Splash!
The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

The Bridgeport boys
and girls swim teams
made their presence
felt this past week at
the West Virginia State
High School Swimming
Championships this past
week in Morgantown.
On the boys’ side, the
Indians fell just 38 points
away from claiming the
title, falling just short to
eventual champ, George
Washington.
Bridgeport was led,
as they have been all
season long, by Randy
Keener. Keener found
himself in a tie with
Wheeling Park’s Owen
Leary and Huntington’s
Henry Sheils for high
point honors. Keener
nabbed top honors in all
four of his opportunities.
In individual action,
Keener took gold in
the 200 IM and the
100 Backstroke while
being a vital asset in
the 200 Medley and
the 400 Freestyle Relay
squads. Luke Pinti also
took care of business in
Motown. Pinti claimed

second in the 100
Breaststroke and fifth in
the 200 IM. Pinti was
also an integral part of
the record-setting team
that roughed up the
competition in the 200
Medley. He also helped
the Tribe to a secondplace finish in the 200
Freestyle Relay.
A solid effort was
provided by Robert C.
Byrd as they earned a
third-place finish. Adam
Fubio, Kaden Meighen,
Jackson Howe, Ezra
Johnson, Patrick Fubio,
and Jacob Howe were
major
contributors
in the Flying Eagle’s
success.
On the girls’ side,
Bridgeport nailed down
a fifth-place finish.
The Tribe was paced
by Olivia Urse. Urse
earned a pair of third
place efforts in the 100
Backstroke and the
100 Butterfly.
Urse
was a part of the 200
Medley Relay team that
finished fourth and the
400 Medley Relay that

finished fifth.
Marra Johnson has
been doing it all year
and that trend continued
here with a pair of
fourth-place endings in
the 200 IM and the 100
Breaststroke. Johnson
aided her team in a pair
of fourth-place finishes
in the 200 Yard Medley
Relay and the 200 Free
Relay,
respectively.
Cheyenne
Rohde
claimed fifth in the 100
Backstroke. Rohde was
also successful in three
relay point producing
teams.
Notre Dame was 17th
while Robert C. Byrd
came in at 20th. The
Fighting Irish were led
by Caitlin Oltman. The
Flying Eagles collected
all of their points from
the efforts of Annalise
Gentilozzi.
West
Virginia
University’s
football
team held its annual
Gold-Blue Spring Game
this past Saturday. The
gold squad earned a
one-point win (3938) in the simulated
scrimmage. The entire
Mountaineer program
was the winner as the
program continues to
push forward in efforts
to put COVID-19 in the

rear-view mirror.
Quarterback
Jarret
Doege was efficient,
going 10 for 14 for 79
yards and one rushing
touchdown. His favorite
target
and
leading
returning
receiver,
Winston Wright, hauled
in four balls for 43
yards.
Defensively, Jordan
Jefferson claimed a pair
of sacks. Avery Wilcox
and Daryl Porter Jr. both
recorded interceptions
on the afternoon.
Just being on the
gridiron
for
this
event was a huge
win, especially since
last year’s event was
cancelled. The weather
was perfect which made
the event even better for
those fortunate enough
to be in attendance.
Every day we get one
step closer to normalcy
and when events like
this take place, we seem
to close in even quicker.
Mountaineer Nation
is starting to reassemble
and by the start of the
season it should be at
full strength, just in
time to enjoy the 2022
campaign.
That will do it for now.
Until next week…take
care and God Bless!

ACE Adventure Attractions Opening
At Tygart Lake This Summer

ACE Adventure Attractions will be opening operations at Tygart Lake this
summer.

Tygart Lake has been
a favorite of locals
for boating, fishing,
swimming, hiking and
golfing for many years.
But it’s about to get even
better…ACE Adventure
Attractions will be

opening
operations
at Tygart Lake this
summer.
ACE
Adventure
Attractions,
some
call it West Virginia’s
Water Park, currently
offers inflatables such

as giant waterslides,
a climbing mountain,
giant spinning Saturn
balls, seesaws, and an
obstacle course at its
Wonderland Park.
Details are yet to
be released of what

they will be offering at
Tygart Lake, but in the
plans water adventurists
will be able to choose
different
sessions
(morning or evening)
or full day passes. Once
the attractions are set at
Tygart Lake, ACE will
handle reservations.
The Taylor County
Adventure Club has
been the driving force
behind the project.
However, you don’t
have to wait until the
ACE attractions are
open to enjoy the lake.
The Taylor County
Adventure Club already
offers lazy river tours
for Tygart Lake and
Tygart River. Half- and
full-day tube rentals are
available for the float or
Continued on page 9

Union Volunteers Remodel Pleasant
Creek WMA Shooting Range

The Pleasant Creek
Wildlife Management
Area public shooting
range in Philippi received
a complete remodel on
Saturday, April 24th
to provide the local
community with a safe
and modern shooting
facility. Through the
Union
Sportsmen’s
Alliance Work Boots on
UA Plumbers and Pipefitters Local 152 apprentices the Ground conservation
union
completed target stands to be places at the Pleasant program,
volunteers
installed
new
Creek Wildlife Management Area public shooting range.

shooting benches, target
stands, and a roof for
each shelter.
West
Virginia
AFL-CIO
President
Emeritus Kenny Perdue
and volunteers from
the
North
Central
Building Trades, their
affiliate apprenticeship
programs, and the North
Central Labor Council
completed the remodel.
The Pleasant Creek
Continued on page 10

Practical Tips For Moving With Pets

Moving to a new
home can be an exciting
adventure. Since it’s a
very busy time, there
are many tasks to
accomplish
through
every phase of your
move. When you add
your pet into the mix,

considering his needs
along with yours adds
to your checklist of
“to dos”. However,
by following some
practical, tried-and-true
pre-moving tips, you
can greatly up your
odds of experiencing a

smooth, successful, and
stress-free move for you
and your four-legged
kid.
Stick With Your
Normal Routine
When planning for
your move, try to pack
over a period of time

and stick to your pet’s
normal
day-to-day
routine as much as
possible. This will make
it easier on you and your
pet to control the level
of stress and change
happening in your
Continued on page 9

It’s that time once again to acknowledge the efforts
of Harrison County’s student athletes. Each week
a panel will take a look at the information collected
to make the best choices possible. They will review
the performances of the athletes from the six schools
(Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln, Notre Dame, Robert C.
Byrd, and South Harrison) in our county.
The Shinnston News and Harrison County Journal’s
Athletes of the Week Award is an avenue that is used
to promote the youth of our county, while bringing
attention to their athletic accomplishments.
This past week’s winners are Bridgeport’s Olivia
Urse and Randy Keener.
Indian swimmer, Olivia Urse helped her team to a
fifth-place finish in the State High School Swimming
Championships. Urse garnered a pair of third place
finishes in the 100 Backstroke and the 100 Butterfly.
Urse also was a part of the 200 Medley Relay team
(fourth place) and the 400 Medley Relay team (fifth
place).
Tribe swimmer, Randy Keener led his team to a
Runners-Up spot in the State High School Swimming
Championships. Keener brought home a pair of
titles in the 200 IM and the 100 Backstroke. Keener
also helped the 200 Medley (first place) and the 400
Freestyle Relay (second place) earn points. Keener
also tied for high point honors in the event.
Congratulations to Bridgeport’s Olivia Urse and
Randy Keener for being named the Shinnston News
and Harrison County Journal’s Athletes of the Week!

Plans For Upgrades Of
County Owned Parks
From The World Of
Parks & Recreation
By Doug Comer

Harrison County Commission unanimously
voted for the improvements of four County
owned parks per Director Mike Book. With
approximately $100,000 for improvements, the
plans for improvements will be prioritized based
on the needs of each park. First on the list will be
the Summit Park Complex.
“All the parks have needed to be brought up to
standard and now we have the availability to allow
for this to happen,” remarked Book. “There are
some safety concerns at Summit Park and therefore
we will tackle that first before we move onto the
other facilities in needs of improvements.”
During the last commission meeting, there was
a request for needs and risk analysis for each
property. With physical inspections by both, all
commissioners and parks department, areas of
needs included the replacement of bleachers and
the need for dugouts on the middle field, which
was upgraded with a new fence right before the
pandemic. With adult softball, soccer and a local
travel baseball team using the facility, this was the
top priority agreed upon by all.
“We are doing a ton of in-house work on
getting this facility up to the expectations of the
Commission and myself,” said Book. “We have
ordered the materials needed and will begin
construction once everything comes in. It will take
a lot of teamwork and communication between our
staff and the maintenance department, but there
are plenty of hands out there willing to help work
together on making this a great place.”
Second on the agenda is the Good Hope Park
and field located nine miles south of the Recreation
Complex. Plans for a new field that will be unique
for the area and quotes for new playground
equipment are in process as well as some attractants
to the older kids that reside in that area. Book gives
details about what to expect.
“We looked into the options of replacing fence
on the baseball field, but came up with an idea of
having a plywood fence painted green with a yellow
top plus a 10-foot warning track. Make it look like a
big league field. We asked around to various people
and they said there are no regulations as to what
to have for an outfield fence. We cannot wait to
start the project and see the finished product. Also,
plans for a 30’ x 30’ concrete basketball court will
be added replacing the lone pole and backboard
on a grass playing area. Final, quotes are being
reviewed for a playground piece including ADA
equipment including swings.”
The Wallace Park has a full court basketball
court and it will need to be resurfaced so we are
looking for companies that work on recreational
courts as well as painting lines on the court.
Borders and wood fiber chips are needed for some
of the playground pieces that have been there for
Continued on page 8
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HEATH RICHARD
KNOTTS
Heath
Richard
Knotts, 36 years young
of Clarksburg, WV,
passed away at his
home on April 19,
2021. He was born on
December 8, 1984, the
son of Rhonda Daniels
Knotts of Clarksburg
and the late Rick Knotts
of Farmington.
In addition to his
mother, he is survived
by his Sister, Aimee
Knotts Dyer (Danny)
of Shinnston and a
Half Sister, Mandy
Knotts of Flemington.
Heath is also survived
by his Nephew and
Niece, Talan and Aspen
Dyer, that were his
world and he loved
them with all his heart;
Aunts, Starla Daniels of
Shinnston, Tara Knotts,
Sally Bates both of
Fairmont; Uncles, Alan
(Denise) Daniels and
Ed (Shelly) Daniels;
Paternal grandmother,
Esther “Babe” Hawkins
of Fairmont along with
several cousins and his
dog, Dollar Bill, that he
called his son.
Preceding him in
death were his maternal
grandparents,
Duane
and Betty Daniels of
Shinnston and Richard
and Linda Knotts of
Farmington.
Heath graduated from
Robert C. Byrd High
School and attended
Salem
University
where he excelled in
baseball and other
sports throughout his
life. He loved riding
his Harley, going to
the gym, watching his
niece play baseball and
talking with his nephew
about girls. He loved his
family. Heath enjoyed
working as a welder,
construction
laborer
and was so eager to
start his new job as a
Peer Recovery Support
Coach so he could help
others with many of
the same issues he had
struggled with.
Heath was a believer
and
his
favorite
scriptures were 1Peter5;
8-10. “Be of sober
spirit, be on the alert.
Your adversary, the
devil, prowls around
like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to
devour. But resist him,
firm in your faith,
knowing that the same
experiences of suffering
are being accomplished
by your brethren, who
are in the world. After
you have suffered for a
little while, the God of
all grace, who called
you to His eternal glory
in Christ, will Himself
perfect,
confirm,
strengthen and establish
you.” Rest easy, dear
Heath, in the arms of
our Father in Heaven.
We’ll Meet Again.
There will be no
viewing; cremation will
take place and a private
memorial service will
be held at a later date.
Online
memories
and condolences may
be shared at www.
harmerfuneralhome.
com

THELMA PAULINE
COCHRAN

Thelma
Pauline
Cochran,
84,
of
Enterprise, went home
to be with the Lord
at 7:20pm, Tuesday,
April 20, 2021 at
WVU
Hospitals
Ruby Memorial in
Morgantown.
She
was born in Fairmont,
October 19, 1936,
a daughter of the
late
James
Archie
and Bernice Dillow
McIntire. She was
preceded in death by her
husband, Virgil Eugene
Cochran on October 22,
2001.
Surviving are her
children: Shala Anne
Campbell, Warren, OH,
Madeline Sue Watts,
Enterprise,
Bradley
Eugene Cochran and
his wife Kimberly,
Clarksburg,
Melody
Teets and her husband
Arthur,
Enterprise,
Kimberly Kay Cochran
and her companion
Trey Moore, Shinnston,
Sonya Lee Cochran
and her husband Alan
George,
Petersburg,
Roanna Lynn Ash and
her husband Lester
Ray, Bridgeport, Brian
Keith Cochran and his
fiancé Reneen McIntire,
Worthington, Marvin
Lane Cochran and
his wife Carol, Jane
Lew, Melvin Lynn
Cochran,
Michael
Anthony
Cochran
and his wife Barbie,
Clarksburg,
Denise
Fetty and her husband
Michael,
Enterprise,
Jeremy
Cochran
and his wife Kayla,
Amanda Cochran, and
Abigail Cochran; 25
grandchildren; 27 greatgrandchildren; brother,
Marvin McIntire and
his
wife
Beverly,
Owings, special brother,
Johnny McIntire and his
wife Roberta; her twin
sister, Zelma Adams
and her husband James,
Shinnston, special sister,
Patricia
Robinette,
Enterprise, her sisters,
Marlene Maley and her
husband Joe, Canton,
OH,
and
Naomi
Myers, of Fairmont; a
special nephew, David
Begunich and his wife
Tammy, Glen Burnie,
MD, and several other
nieces,
nephews,
great-nieces, and great
nephews. She also
leaves behind some
special friends, Bobby
Shields and his wife
Kim, Stonewood and
Sandra Lawrence, of
Charleston.
Thelma was also
preceded in death by
one son, Marcus Allen
Cochran, one sister,
Lillian Begunich, three
grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.
Thelma
was
a
homemaker and spent
her life taking care of
her large family. She
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was a loving mother,
grandmother, and greatgrandmother. She was a
Methodist by faith and
attended the Enterprise
Methodist Church.
A funeral service
will be held at Perine
Funeral Home, on
Tuesday, April 27, with
Pastor Chad Weaver
officiating. Interment
was in the I.O.O.F.
Cemetery in Enterprise.
Condolences may be
extended to the family
at www.perinefunerals.
com.
WADE GALEN
TEETS, SR
Wade Galen Teets,
Sr, 69, of Lost Creek,
WV,
passed
away
unexpectedly
on
Thursday, April 15,
2021 at his daughter’s
residence. He was
born March 11, 1952
in Fairmont, the son of
the late Donley Ray and
Ruby Lee Schell Teets.
Wade graduated from
Monongah High School
in 1969. He worked for
many years as a bus
driver for the Fairmont
Transit Authority. Wade
was a Christian and was
involved in the church
for many years. He
enjoyed cooking and
would often cater for
church events, funerals,
and weddings. In his free
time, he would do many
activities outdoors such
as hunting, fishing, and
gardening. Wade loved
music and played guitar.
In his later years, he
really enjoyed his game
shows. Wade loved his
family very much and
enjoyed spending time
with his children and
grandchildren.
Wade is survived by
one daughter, April
Borchers and husband
Jay, Lost Creek; one
son, Wade Galen Teets,
Jr and Agnes “Fred”
Teets, Virginia; the
mother of his children,
Denise S. Greer; and
second wife and stepmother to his children,
Becky; grandchildren,
John David Brock and
Becca Wininger Brock,
Jason Lyn Borchers, and
JaDyn Wade Borchers,
all of Lost Creek, and
twins, Fisher Boone
and Hunter Crocket,
both of Virginia; great
grandchildren,
Jaxon
David
and
Jordyn
Gregory Brock; one
sister,
Doris
Kaye
Cain and husband Jim,
Enterprise; one sisterin-law, Diane Teets;
nephews,
Geoffrey
Teets,
Dale
Teets,
Jr.,
Robert
Barker
Teets, Michael Teets,
and Travis Catsonis;
nieces, Denise Curry,
Kristen Catsonis, and
Crystal Teets; as well as
several great nieces and
nephews.
In addition to his
parents, Wade was
preceded in death by
his older brother, Gary
Teets and wife Linda
Teets, and his younger
brother, Dale Teets, Sr.
Davis Funeral Home
and Onsite Crematory is
handling the cremation
arrangements
for
the Teets Family. A

First Streetcar to come through Shinnston, Sept. 1st, 1906. Taken
at west end of the Bridge St. bridge. Trolley cars ceased operation
through Harrison County in 1947. Photo courtesy of Bobby Bice.
Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date.
Online
condolences
can be made on Wade’s
memorial page at www.
DavisFuneralHomeWV.
com.
JANE MARIE
AROCHO
On, Saturday April
17th, 2021, the loving
spirit of Jay Arocho
departed on a new
journey. A young soul
whose life was cut
short but will always be
remembered as having
a big heart, the amazing
ability to know when
you needed a hug, and
never expected anything
in return.
Even in her darkest
of days, the true love
of her life was her
daughter
Issabelle,
whom she loved more
than anything and was
never far from her
mind. She was the sole
source of her strength
and the reason Jay
turned her life around.
Jay’s biggest goal in life
was lssabelle’s safety,
health, and most of all,
happiness. An amazing
little girl whose years
with her mother were
cut long before due.
Jay fought many
battles but won many
wars throughout her
life. She pushed and
made sure to find her
self-love within herself.
From joking to making
another person feel
good, she made sure you
always had a smile in
her presence. She once
quoted “Life’s far from
easy, but life’s not too
far from you, don’t wait
on others to change,
don’t let people make
you feel like you can’t
change.” Jay changed
her whole life around,
she didn’t need or care
if anyone would have
been proud of her, all she
needed was to be proud
of herself! We lay her to
rest with happiness and
respect for the journey
she overcame and the
impression and impact
she left on us all. We are
proud! You’ll forever
be missed and loved
dearly.
Jay Marie Archo, 25,
of Fairmont was born

on July 6, 1995. She
was preceded in death
by her biological father,
Christopher
Reed.
She is survived by her
mother, Maria Estrella
Arocho Martin and her
father who raised her,
Yancy Martin.
Also surviving are
her daughter Issabelle
Faith Arocho Martin;
her siblings, Travis
Martin and his wife
Heather,
Grafton,
Cherokee McCaulley
and her fiancé Nikki,
Fairmont, and Case
Martin, Wetzel County;
her grandparents, Diane
Martin,
Shinnston,
Howard
Martin
and his wife Sandy,
Buckhannon,
and
Betty Reed, Georgia;
one nephew, Kingston
Martin; one niece,
Indica Martin; several
aunts,
uncles,
and
cousins.
She was also preceded
in death by her aunt, Jo
Bug.
A funeral service was
held at Perine Funeral
Home on Saturday,
April 24. Interment was
in Grandview Memorial
Gardens in Fairmont.
Condolences may be
extended to the family
at www.perinefunerals.
com.
DAVID LEE WRIGHT

David Lee Wright, 65,
of Lumberport, went
to be with the Lord at
1:53pm,
Wednesday,
April 21, 2021 at Mon
General Hospital in
Morgantown. He was
born
in
Fairmont,
November 19, 1955, a
son of the late Robert
Eugene
and
Enid
Jeannine Long Wright.
He was preceded in
death by his first wife
and the mother of his
children, Stella Louise
Stire Wright, on August
30, 2001. On February
28, 2003, he married

Linda M. Hedrick
Wright who survives.
Also surviving are
his children: David Lee
Wright, Jr. and his wife
Dixie, Wallace, Tony
J. Arcuri, Lumberport,
Autumn Arcuri Lockhart
and her companion
Shawn
Newbrough,
Lumberport;
his
grandchildren
Dusti
Heavener
and
her
husband Jason, Wiley
Ford, WV, Dalton M.
Gould,
Clarksburg,
Zachary
Lockhart,
Lumberport, Dominik
Wright, Wallace, Olivia
Arcuri, James Perry,
Tyler Arcuri, Aaliyah
Perry and Austin Arcuri,
all of Lumberport; one
great- granddaughter,
Audrina Heavener. Dave
also leaves behind four
siblings; Robert Wright
and his wife Lois,
Lumberport,
Brenda
Moore and her husband
Danny,
Lumberport,
Tammy Mackey and
her husband Kenneth,
Saltwell,
Timothy
Wright and his wife
Tomma,
Shinnston;
a son-in-law, Robert
Gould; several nieces
and nephews and his
beloved dog Molly.
David
was
also
preceded in death by his
daughter Crystal Wright
Gould.
Dave was a mechanic
and owned his own
business for several
years. He was a generous
person who always gave
of his time, day or night,
to help others. He was
loved and respected by
everyone who knew
him. Dave enjoyed
hunting, riding his fourwheeler and motorcycle
and working on cars. He
loved music, especially
country and Elvis,
watching
Gunsmoke
and other westerns.
Dave had a great loyalty
to his family and adored
his grandchildren. He
will be missed by many
family and friends.
Funeral services were
held at Perine Funeral
Home on Wednesday,
April 28, with Pastor
Tim Sandy officiating.
Interment was in the
Lions Club Cemetery in
Lumberport.
Continued on Page 10
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“Citizen of the Month” cont. from p.1
over the years, having
served as a member
and panel chair of the
Grants committee, and
later the Grants chair, in
addition to serving on
the United Way board
of directors and as
United Way campaign
chair in 2014 for the
2015 year. He also
served on the campaign
cabinets of other chairs
including Sara Aman,
Kathy Lawrence and
Melanie Chancey and
served as chair of the
United Way’s education
committee for three
years.
“James initiated the
hot wing challenge
and the cardboard boat
race to support United
Way efforts,” said
Marie Battles, retired
executive director of
the United Way of
Harrison County. “He
is always thinking
outside the box and
committed to helping
improve the lives of
those around him,” she

added.
In addition to United
Way, Swiger continues
to serve on the board
for Health Access and
Bi-County Nutrition,
is an active member of
the Harrison County
Chamber of Commerce
and serves as president
and board member for
Clarksburg Uptown.
Swiger became an
active member in the
Clarksburg Kiwanis in
2006 and has helped
with various service
projects over the years
in addition to serving
as the group’s local
president and is serving
in his second term as
lieutenant governor for
Division 3 of Kiwanis
Clubs of West Virginia.
Bobby
Tolley,
a member of the
Clarksburg
Kiwanis
said,
“James
has
devoted many hours
to
the
Kiwanis
mission. He has been a
supportive member of
the Clarksburg Kiwanis

in all aspects of civic
pride and he promotes
the ideals of ‘Children
Priority
One’ and
Kiwanis fellowship.”
Tolley added, “James
is always in the
forefront with ideas
and goals to keep
Kiwanis alive in this
local community. Our
club has maintained
a
strong
presence
through his unselfish
thoughts and actions.”
In late 2000, Swiger
received a call from
the
architectural
firm of Blackwood
and Associates in
Fairmont to see if
he was interested in
returning to the area.
It was during his
tenure at Blackwood
that Swiger served as
project manager for
the Stonewall Resort
Lodge. A short time
later he was contacted
by local architect Bill
Yoke to re-join WYK
Associates, a group
he had worked with
in 1996-97. Swiger
became vice president
and partner of WYK
in 2008, president in
2011 and has served
as WYK’s principal
in charge and owner
since 2012. Swiger has
worked hard to grow the
business since taking
over the WYK helm.
The firm’s projects

have included Jackson
Square in Clarksburg,
the
Christie-Cutlip
building in Charles
Pointe (now known as
the
Harrison-Taylor
911 building), the
Flatwoods branch of
the Bank of Gassaway,
and
the
re-design
and renovation of
the Robinson Grand
theater. The firm was
hired in 2014 for
the Robinson Grand
project and the grand
opening, complete with
an opening night with
Jay Leno, was held on
October 20, 2018.
“I am very proud of
the Robinson Grand
project,” said Swiger.
“To me, this was most
rewarding because I
remember going there
as a kid to see movies
in the 1970s and 80s.”
He added, “I have a lot
of memories of going
there as a child.”
Swiger went on to
explain, “It is more
than fixing up an
old building; it is
restoring a way of life
and restoring hope
and revitalizing the
downtown.”
He will also tell you
that a lot of blood,
sweat and tears went
into this project and
you can hear the joy
in his voice when he
imparts that actors

and musicians have
commented that the
Robinson
Grand’s
dressing rooms and
green room are as nice
as the Grand Old Opry
and others.
“We felt that the nicer
you make it, the more
impressed performers
would be and the more
apt they would be to
return,” stated Swiger.
Former
mayor
of Clarksburg and
local
businessowner
Catherine Goings noted,
“It was my pleasure to
work closely with James
throughout the entire
process of rehabilitating
the Robinson Grand
Performing Arts Center.
His initiative, vision
and dedication to the
project was exemplary.”
She also added, “Not
only is James an
outstanding architect,
he is a genuinely good
person
who
truly
believes in Clarksburg,
as evidenced by his
leadership role with
the Clarksburg Uptown
organization.”
In his “free” time,
Swiger has a small
architectural salvage and
antique business on the
side. Over the past several
years, he has run this
business, first in Fairmont
and later in Morgantown.
“Currently, I am reevaluating what to do with

this business and whether
to buy or rent space to
open a store,” he said. “I
just bought a lot of stained
glass and am building up
my inventory.”
Swiger enjoys fixing
up old houses and used
to tag along with his
grandfather as a child.
His grandfather was
the director of special
projects
at
Salem
College and would
take him along on jobs.
“I knew as a little kid
in second grade or so
that I wanted to design
buildings,”
Swiger
stated.
Swiger’s hard work,
both
professionally
and personally, landed
him a nomination
for “40 Under 40” in
2008; he was named
Volunteer
of
the
Year by the Harrison
County Chamber of
Commerce, and was
named a WV Executive
Magazine
Young
Gun in 2015 and WV
Executive Magazine
Sharp Shooter in 2019.
“I know we are all
going through trying
times right now but
we need to take pride
in our communities,”
stated Swiger. He
added that another
favorite quote of his
is by Anne Frank, “No
one has ever become
poor by giving.”
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HEALTH/MEDICAL

TION! World Health Link. Price Match
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required.
CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price
Quote. 1-866-701-7921 Call Now!

ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest
Internet. 100 MB per second speed.
Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855659-9619

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJURY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon &
Assoc., Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. Local AtATTENTION MEDICARE CUSTOMtorneys Nationwide 1-844-448-0317
ERS WITH DIABETES? You may
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
qualify to get a new CGM Monitoring
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]
system at little to no cost you. Call for
24/7 FREE details. 855-544-5261
INTERNET/TV

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home assessment today. Call 1-844-901-2301 Special financing for qualified customers.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get
your FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258
SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. No
Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes
from Major Insurance Cos. Operators
Standing By. CALL 1-866-242-1621
MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered.
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art features & no audiologist needed. Try it
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 1-888701-4595
SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-

MISCELLANEOUS

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on your
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call
IVS - 1-844-373-2749

THINKING ABOUT installing a new
shower? American Standard makes it
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy
your shower again! Call 1-833-385FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premi- 1415 today to see how you can save
um movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! $1,000 on installation, or visit www.
Call
1-844-373-2749HUGHESNET newshowerdeal.com/wvps
SATELLITE INTERNET - 25mbps GIVE THE GIFT OF DELICIOUS ORstarting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data ANGES fresh from the grove! Four
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download unique varieties. Twenty delicious orspeeds. WiFi built in! FREE Standard anges. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Only
Installation for lease customers! Lim- $19.99 ( $5.99 s/h per box). Call Hale
ited Time, Call 1-877-567-2866
Groves 1-855-548-0380. Mention item
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 Chan- #487 and code HMVH-N203 or visit
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/ www.halegroves.com/A12205
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE,
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 PennVoice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.
1-855-736-4350
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER- FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most adNET. As Low As $14.95/month (for the vanced debris-blocking gutter protecfirst 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi- tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
mate today. 15% off and 0% financing
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today
for those who qualify. PLUS Senior &
1-866-305-7264
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, In- 2840
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of the tree and remarked
that some objects
made of the Big Elm
wood were on display
at the Bice-Ferguson
Museum. A highway
marker commissioned
by
the
Shinnston
Historical Association
is on the site where
the Big Elm once
stood.
Typing “Big
Elm tree WV” in a
search engine renders a
wealth of information
and allows reading of
the historical marker.
In the evening’s

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:
Call classifieds at this Newspaper
Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Do you want government
taking more control?

Elected officials are looking to make big changes
The West Virginia Legislature is
considering taking Clay County
legal ads and public notices out of
the Clay County Free Press and onto a
state government-controlled website in
Charleston.
n

Delinquent
tax lists

Property sales
n Election ballots
n Voting changes
n Tax increases
n Project bids
n

n

Family court

n

n

n

Government
budgets
Government
financial
statements

Contact your legislator today and tell them you
want your legal ads and public notices in the
Clay County Free Press:

Patrick Martin

(304) 357-7845
patrick.martin@wvsenate.gov

Mike Romano

(304) 357-7904
mike.romano@wvsenate.gov

Roger Hanshaw

(304) 340-3210
roger.hanshaw@wvhouse.gov

Zoning
changes
and other
public
notices

KEEP YOUR LEGAL ADS IN CLAY COUNTY

business
meeting,
Treasurer Mary Ann
Spadafore
gave
a
summary of the Club’s
finances. There was
a discussion Girls’
State, to be held
this year in a virtual
format.
Herndon
asked members to be
thinking of ways to
celebrate the Club’s
100th
anniversary
which
will
occur
in August of 2022.
Herndon
reported
that
the
Rebecca
Lodge had taken the
Woman’s Club up
on their invitation to
hold meetings at the

Clubhouse.
The
Woman’s
Club will be holding
a
Rummage
Sale
Thursday, April 29th
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.;
Friday, April 30th from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.; and
Saturday, May 1st
from 9 a.m. to noon to
benefit the Clubhouse
fund
which
pays
utilities, cleaning and
insurance.
Members
and
guest were treated to
excellent refreshments
which included Mary
Ann
Spadafore’s
lasagna casserole and
Viviane Spagnuolo’s

reuben casserole, chips
and dip and three kinds
of sweets.
The next meeting
will be a covered dish
at the Clubhouse at
6 p.m. on May 17th.
Anyone wishing to
join the Woman’s
Club in its centennial
year can contact Debra
Herndon at 304-6776650 or any other
member.
Those present at the
April meeting, not
previously mentioned
were: Chad Edwards,
First Vice-President
Deborah Starkey and
Kathleen Panek.

“North Central WV Airport”
the previous meeting
and Treasurer Debra
Herndon reported on
the group’s finances
and collected dues. The
ill and in distress were
remembered as prayer
requests.
Wanda
Ashcraft
reported that Girls’ State
will be held virtually
this year, as a two-day
event for Seniors and
a five-day event for
Juniors. Sponsorship is
$125. Members were
asked if they knew of
anyone who would be
interested in attending.
Dorothy
Rota

thanked
the
City
Workers for cleaning
out the urns along the
street. Kathleen Panek
updated the group
on the plans for the
Community Garden to
be placed along Route
19 at the former site
of Pizza Express. The
area was the site of
a Hazard Mitigation
project with the City of
Shinnston partnering
with FEMA. FEMA
paid
homeowners
for their property,
demolished the houses
and gave the land to the
City. No buildings can

be constructed on the
land, so it is a good site
for the garden. Produce
will be given to the local
food bank and the City
is seeking volunteers to
work the garden. The
Garden Club voted to
provide some funding
for the project once the
current available funding
is spent.
Present in addition
to those previously
mentioned
were:
David Harbert, Debbie
Harbert, Beth Linn,
Paula Harrison, Chad
Edwards, and Deborah
Starkey.

“Shinnston Spotlight” cont. from p. 5
All Season’s expect
to be around and keep
‘blooming’ in 2021.
“We welcome everyone
to call us and we’ll do
our best to help them.
We feel very blessed
and happy to be a
local business here in
Shinnston,” they added.

Whatever
the
occasion in your life
where flowers may be
appropriate, stop in at
All Season’s Florist and
Gift Shop to make your
loved one feel special.
All Season’s is located
at 600 S. Pike Street.
They are open Monday

through Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Although they
are closed on Sundays,
they will make special
arrangements
to
accommodate you for
funerals,
weddings,
etc.
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Notre Dame Students Excel At State Thespian Festival

The
Performing
Arts
Conservatory
at Notre Dame High
School won several
group and individual
championships at the
2021 West Virginia
State Thespian Festival.
The
program’s
20
students brought home
a total of 28 awards
and acknowledgements
highlighted
by
12
invitations to perform
and compete at this
summer’s
virtual
International Thespian
Festival.
The high school
Thespian
troupe’s
original
play
Shakespeare’s MixTape
was chosen as the West
Virginia Chapter Select
One-Act, an honor given
to only one production
each year. The show
will now represent the
state in the Chapter
Select Showcase at the
International Thespian

Festival. From the
cast of Shakespeare’s
MixTape, Ajai Woofter
and Maryn Seamon
were named to the AllFestival Cast, and from
the entire field of oneacts, Ashton Nardella
was selected as an
Outstanding Supporting
Actor; and McKenzie
Fittro and Ben Long
were selected as the
Outstanding Actors.
The high school oneact, which finished one
point shy of a perfect
score, was also awarded
a
special
judges’
commendation for Best
Ensemble. This was the
same award the troupe
won earlier in the month
of March at the virtual
Southeastern Theatre
Conference.
“This is the second
time in five years our
high school one-act
has been chosen as
the Chapter Select

production for West
Virginia,” said Jason
A Young, PAC at
NDHS Director. “Our
2017 production of
Future, Here and this
year’s production of
Shakespeare’s MixTape
had one major thing in
common: Both plays
were original works
partially created by the
students.”
Thanks to a generous
grant from the West
Virginia Division of Arts
Culture and History, the
PAC at NDHS was able
to enlist the services of
Guest Artist Jim Warren
to assist the Thespians
in the creation of this
year’s one-act. Warren,
the Co-Founder and
Artistic Director of
The American Globe
Center in Stratford,
Connecticut, spent half
of the fall semester in
Clarksburg with the high
school Thespians as they

“ACE Adventure”

you may choose kayak
or stand-up paddleboard
adventures.
They
operate
Wednesday
through Sunday; they
can do Monday or
Tuesday for special
occasions if booked
in
advance. Tours

vary between a couple
locations but they offer
shuttle service.
In their first year of
operation, the tours
had about 200 people
but by the end of the
third year, that number
had grown to nearly

cont. from p. 6

3,000.
The Taylor County
Adventure Club is
located at Grafton City
Park below Tygart
Dam and reservations
for floating excursions
may be made by calling
304-709-0164.

“James Patterson”

leads the way to a quick
solve. But his instincts
- his father was once
chief of detectives and
his twin sister Patti is
also on the force - run
deep.
When the population,
hungry for justice,
threatens to riot, he
realizes that the three
known victims aren’t
the only casualties.
When Harney starts
asking questions about
who’s to blame, the
easy answers prove to
be the wrong ones.
On the other hand,
as long as he keeps the
investigation going,
the chance to expose
the evil rotting the city
from the inside out
takes him to the one
place he vowed never
to return.
A second book in
Patterson’s
thriller
series, promises to

be another winner.
Look for the red
cover!
Best-sellers
available for check out
at this time include:
“The Four Winds” by
Kristin Hannah; “The
Red Book” by James
Patterson & David
Ellis; “Win” by Harlan
Coben; “The Vanishing
Half” by Brit Bennett
and “Eternal” by Lisa
Scottoline.
May Book Club
will be on May 20th at
2 p.m. Please feel free
to attend and discuss
whatever book you are
reading.
Please have your
children join us online
every Wednesday for
our virtual story time.
The story is saved to
our facebook page and
can be viewed at your
convenience. Please be
sure to comment and

cont. from p.5

about family life in the
area, stories of the tornado,
mining stories and other
topics which might prove
to be of interest to patrons
now and in the future.
Selections will be placed
by categories in binders
and indexed with family
names. Anyone with a
story can write it up and
again, bring it in, mail it
or email it to Herndon.
If the story is better told,
an appointment can be
made and Debby will
take dictation, rendering
the story to print for a
final OK by the submitter.
Submissions
become
property of the Museum
and may be published,
so electronic submissions
are preferable, but not
required.
The Bice-Ferguson
Memorial
Museum

actors,” Warren said. “I
think that every actor
comes into a play with
their own amount of
experience, but they
come with their own
bag of tricks. They come
with their own strengths
and weaknesses, and as

a director, it is for us to
figure out where they are
and to take the steps to
the next level.”
The results of this
year’s festival signifies
that the six-year-old
performing arts program
Continued on page 10

“Moving With Pets”
house. In addition, your
pet will not be alerted
to so much change all
at once, and he will be
likely to ease into the
process if it’s more stepby-step rather than allat-once.
Visit Your Pet’s Vet
Set up an appointment
with your pet’s current
veterinarian to get a
thorough exam and
ensure your pet is up-todate on all vaccinations.
You’ll also want to stock
up on any medications -including heartworm and
flea/tick preventatives.
Additionally, depending
on your new home’s
location and laws, your
pet may need extra shots
and a health certificate.
While you’re at the vet’s
office, be sure to request
a copy of all of your pet’s
medical records to give
to the new veterinarian
you choose in your new
hometown.
If you’re moving to a
new town, it’s a good idea
to research veterinarians
well before you move to
your new home. You can
even ask your current vet
for a recommendation or
referrals
Get the Scoop On Pet
Rules & Regulations
Pet
laws
and
ordinances
vary
depending on your
geographic
location.
Before you move, find
out about all local laws,
licensing requirements
and pet ordinances that
may apply to your pet
and your situation. For
pet regulations and
laws at the state level,
contact
the
State’s
Veterinarian’s
Office
or State Department of
Agriculture. On the local
level, contact the City
Clerk’s Office to get
information on city pet

share.
The library takes every
precaution for your safety.
Face masks and social
distancing are required
and sanitizing books,
computers and common
touch areas after use are
a top priority. However,
if you aren’t comfortable
coming in the library,
please call; we will bring
your books to the curb.
There are also E-books
available online for your
convenience. Please let
us know how we can help
keep you reading.
Along with a wonderful
selection of books, we
offer many services such
as fax, copy machine,
wireless
internet,
genealogy, notary service
and public access through
WV Reads.
Visit our Facebook
page for the latest
library
news
and
events!
Wildlife Management
Area in Philippi is
open to the public and
a prime destination
cont. from p. 5

ordinances.
If you’ll be renting
a house or apartment,
find out whether your
pet’s breed is eligible for
renter’s insurance in your
state. Also, review your
lease thoroughly so that
you’re fully aware of any
pet fees or restrictions
before you sign on the
dotted line.
Choose A Device For
Securing Your Pet In
Your Vehicle
You and your family
buckle up when you’re
out driving, and so should
your pet. Choosing which
device to secure your pet
in your vehicle depends
on your individual furkid.
Vehicle pet barriers, pet
seat belts, pet car seats,
and pet travel crates are
all viable options that will
help ensure your pet’s
safety when traveling
by car. Whichever you
choose, it’s best to give
your furry sidekick
at least one month to
become comfortable and
familiar with it.
Make Reservations At
Pet-Friendly Places To
Stay
If you’re moving
a long distance and
there will be overnight
stops, it’s important
to book pet-friendly
accommodations
in
advance to ensure there’s
availability and that your
pet is welcome. Plus,
if you’ll need extended
stay
accommodations
when you arrive at your
new hometown, be sure
to secure pet-friendly
lodging for that time as
well.
Pack A Bag For Your
Pet
Just as you pack
an overnight bag for
yourself, be sure to
pack one for your fourlegged family member.

contains
a
wealth
of information and
artifacts pertinent to
life in Shinnston and
the surrounding area.
Memberships
and
monetary
donations
are gladly accepted.
The Museum Board of
Directors is comprised
of Woody Maley, Mary
Ann Ferris, Maxine
Weser, Patrick Boggess
and Clark Riley. The
Board meets on a
quarterly basis.
The email address
of the Museum is
shinnstonmuseum@
yahoo.com and mail can
be sent to the Museum
by
writing,
BiceFerguson
Memorial
Museum C/O City of
Shinnston, 40 Main
Street, Shinnston, WV
26431.

for outdoor recreation.
The remodel to the
shooting range will
enhance opportunities

cont. from p. 6

His should contain all
the essentials, not only
for the road trip, but for
at least a couple of days
after the move. Some
necessities
include
ample food, water,
medications,
bowls,
collar/leash, favorite toy
or blanket, and a first aid
kit.
Book
Early
and
Prepare Your Pet If You
Must Fly
There are many safety
issues to consider, and
many important steps
to take, if your move
involves flying with
your pet. First, be sure
to familiarize yourself
with your airline’s pet
policies and guidelines.
Also, you can help
prepare your pet for
air travel by ensuring
he has the proper pet
travel kennel and he
is familiar with it
beforehand. It’s also
important to purchase
your tickets early
to ensure you get
your preferred flight.
During your pre-move
veterinarian
visit,
don’t forget to let your
vet know that you’ll be
traveling by plane with
your pet, so that he
can assess your pet’s
health and provide
you with a health
certificate.
Airlines
normally require a pet
health certificate to be
issued within ten days
of departure.
Whether
you’re
moving across town
or across the country,
planning ahead and
preparing before you
move is essential.
Taking these measures
will help ensure that
the moving process
goes as smoothly as
possible, for both you
and your pet.

“Shooting Range”

“Museum To Reopen”
be offering any public
programs yet until
we see what people’s
comfort levels are for
gathering.”
The Museum will be
offering two activities.
For the first one, “What’s
This?” artifacts will be
placed in the Museum’s
windows in May. Anyone
who knows what the
objects are (or can guess)
can bring their list in,
mail it in or email it for a
chance to win a cash prize
of $100 to be selected
at random. Stories of
“We had one of those,”
or “I remember seeing
that used,” are strongly
encouraged.
The second activity is,
“What’s Your Story?”
The Museum Board is
interested in gathering
people’s
recollections

created their collage
of Shakespeare scenes
woven together through
music and movement.
“All of the work
that we did with the
students was the same
kind of work I would
do with professional

cont. from p. 6

for local residents
from all walks of
life to experience the
shooting sports.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!
Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage
from Physicians Life Insurance Company
that’s affordable and easy to get.
• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-888-217-5559
>> www.life55plus.info/wv

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN).
6238
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Adaland Mansion & May…
A Perfect Combo For Spring!

the many visitors they
have missed over this
past year. As a special
“Welcome Back!” gift,
Adaland is offering a free
open house on Saturday,
May 1 from 10:00 am 4:00 pm. “This will be a
perfect time to meander
through the house on a
leisurely, self-guided tour
to reacquaint oneself or
to introduce oneself to
the charm and elegance
of this historical gem,”
Staff and volunteers alike are eager to welcome back to Adaland the many says Executive Director
visitors they have missed over this past year.
JoLynn Powers.
From whatever angle viewer sees beauty is its enjoy both public events
For anyone wanting
a person views Adaland primary characteristic. planned for the month of
a
guided tour of the
Mansion, the 1870 And what better way to May.
lovingly restored home relish this stately beauty
Staff and volunteers mansion on this day,
four miles north of than to return to the house alike are eager to reservations may be
downtown Philippi, the after the long hiatus and welcome back to Adaland made by calling 304516-1124. Local crafts
and collectibles will be
cont. from p. 9
available for purchase
at Notre Dame has musical theatre solos, entries,
Nardella’s
in the Gift Shop all day
certainly reached a new and the group musical Costume Design and
May 1.
level of achievement.
theatre
scene
are Schumacher’s Fantasy
Adaland’s
staff,
In addition to the advancing to compete at Make-Up Design will
volunteers, and visitors
success of the high the virtual International be advancing to the
are all required to wear
school Thespians’ one- Thespian Festival.
virtual
International
a face mask while in
act, the students also won
“In previous years we Thespian Festival for
the house. Tours will
nine championships in may have had as many adjudication.
be controlled to limit
individual performance as three individual
“This is the first
the number of people
events.
event winners,” said year our high school
Monologue – Young. “This year we Thespians have ever
Hannah Gowarty
had a champion in every entered technical theatre
Duo Acting – category and will be projects,” said Young.
Memorial donations
Mary Korn & Ashton represented in almost “We normally aren’t may be made to the
Nardella
every category at the able to provide that type family at the funeral
Duo Acting – International Thespian of opportunity for our home to offset funeral
Zach Davis & Karen Festival. I think we students. But this year expenses. Condolences
Riley
are still trying to wrap we enlisted the help of may be extended to
Group Acting our head around that some teaching artists the family at www.
– Hannah Gowarty, incredible feat.”
as mentors who guided perinefunerals.com.
Stephanie Santilli, Mary
The high school the Thespians as they
Korn, Gracie Nardella, Thespians also received created their individual
MARY EMMA
Karen Riley, and Kelsey six first or second place projects.”
HAWKINS
Riley
finishes in the state
Thanks to all of
Mary
Emma
Solo Musical festival’s
Technical the top finishes in the Hawkins,
92,
of
Theatre
–
Nicole Theatre Expo.
Technical Theatre Expo, Clarksburg passed away
Schumacher
1st
Place NDHS was named the on Friday, April 16,
Solo Musical Costume Design – Outstanding Technical 2021 at United Hospital
Theatre
–
Maryn Gracie Nardella
Theatre School at this Center. She was born
Seamon
1st
Place year’s state festival.
August 15, 1928 in
Duet Musical Fantasy Make-Up –
The
program’s Northview, daughter of
Theatre – Ben Long & Nicole Schumacher
successes did not stop the late Gordan Leon
Ajai Woofter
1st
Place with the high school and Gladys Mildred
Duet Musical Puppetry (Marionette) – Thespians. The PAC Johnson Talkington.
Theatre – McKenzie Mary Korn
at NDHS houses one
Mary
graduated
Fittro & Mary Claire
2nd
Place of the only middle from Lumberport High
Palmer
Puppetry (Marionette) – school Thespian troupes School, Class of 1946
Group Musical Maryn Seamon
in
West
Virginia. and attended Fairmont
Theatre – McKenzie
2
n
d The middle school College. She worked at
Fittro,
Ben
Long, Place
Puppetry Thespians submitted a Hazel Atlas, Continental
Nicole
Schumacher, (Experimental) – Mary one-act play and four Can and retired from
Maryn Seamon, and Claire Palmer
individual events to this Broadway. She attended,
Mary Claire Palmer
1st
Place year’s state festival.
in her younger years,
From those nine Publicity/Marketing
From the cast of the the United Brethren
championship entries, (Novice) – Stephanie middle school one- Church in Northview.
Gowarty’s monologue, Santilli
act Androcles
and She was a part-time
both duo scenes, the
From
those
six the Lion Jack Santee beautician and enjoyed
group acting scene, both a w a r d - w i n n i n g and Cameron Bruce and was very talented
were named to the in crocheting and loved
All-Festival
Cast. going to the cabin at
The production also Bemis which became
earned a special judges’ a second home. Mary
commendation
for was a lifetime member
Physical Creativity.
of the Clarksburg VFW
Duo Scenes from Auxiliary 573, Harrison
Bruce and Andrew county Senior Center
Cochran and Caroline and AFL-CIO.
Lewis and Audrey
Mary is survived by
Kosydar also won state two special nephews,
championships.
Justin Talkington and
“We are incredibly Ashley, Lost Creek
blessed with wonderful and Jonathan “J.T.”
students,
teachers, Talkington, Bridgeport
parents, and a supportive and their mother Sandy
administration,”
said Dawson and husband
Young. “To create Gordan,
Bridgeport;
this amount of work additional nieces and
during a pandemic nephews,
Bridget
is
outstanding.
To Swisher and Richard,
create work that is of Brian Talkington all of
as high a quality as Elkins, Rexann Martin
these performances and and Ed, Anmoore;
projects were, is truly Drusella “Dru” Winings,
astonishing.”
Ralph Talkington both

“Thespian Festival”

in the house and social
distancing
will
be
maintained.
The second May public
event at Adaland is the
always popular Mother’s
Day Buffet (staff served
this year), which will be
Sunday, May 9. Whether
this Sunday afternoon
dinner will treat a
mother, a grandmother, a
special aunt, or a friend,
the annual buffet will
please Adaland’s many
returning diners and
convince those new to the
event to add this occasion
to their annual calendars.

Adaland’s well-known
and most-loved veteran
cook, Lucy Williamson,
will be loading the
buffet table with her
mouthwatering downhome cooking creations
including two entrees,
delectable sides, a crisp
salad with her famous
dressing,
homemade
bread, and a sideboard
filled with luscious
desserts. Coffee and
Adaland’s
signature

peach iced tea will round
out the Mother’s Day
Buffet.
The
buffet
is
available for seatings
at 12:30, 2:15, and
3:45 pm. Adult meals
for $25 and children’s
meals for $10 must be
reserved, and seating
will be limited to family
groups. Reservations
must be made in
advance by calling 304516-1124 and must be
paid with a credit card
or by check received by
April 20. No cash will
be accepted at the door
the day of the buffet.
Guests are asked to
wear face masks and
to
observe
social
distancing.
For more information
about
Adaland
Mansion, visit www.
adaland.org , Adaland
on Instagram, and
Adaland Mansion at
Philippi on Facebook.
A complete calendar
of events for the 2021
season is available on
the web page.

“Obituaries” cont. from p. 7
nephews,
Thomas,
Isaac,
Christopher,
Morgan,
Hunter
and T.J and several
addition great nieces
and nephews; sister-inlaw, Zadah Talkington;
extended
family,
Delores Erckert, South
Point, OH, and sons,
Robert, Richard, Ralph
and Randy; Elmer
Hawkins and Norma,
Lancater, OH and son
Junior; special friends,
Doodles and Pete Oges,
Cleveland, OH and
Terry Keith.
In addition to her
parents, Mary was
preceded in death by
her husband, Joseph
Harrison Hawkins Jr.
on January 30, 2009
and whom she married
on July 3, 1947; three
brothers, Grover Leon
Talkington,
Roger
Lee Talkington, Rexal
William
Talkington;
sister-in-law,
Ola
Talkington.
A funeral service was
held on April 20, 2021
at Davis Funeral Home
with Josh Oldaker
officiating.
Private
graveside will be at
Floral Hills Memorial
Gardens. Many thanks
to Jonathan, Justin,
Gordon, Sandy, Anna,
Ashley,
for
their
care, love and help.
Online
condolences
may be sent to www.
davisfuneralhomewv.
com.

ROSCOE EDWARD
BOLYARD
Roscoe
Edward
Bolyard, 86 of Laurel
Park,
Clarksburg
passed
away
on
Saturday, April 17,
2021 at his residence
with family by his
side. Roscoe was born
August 21, 1934 in
Rowlesburg, WV, son
of the late Wayne Harr
Ohio; great nieces and and Gussie Ray Maier

Bolyard.
Roscoe
graduated
from WV Rowlesburg,
Class of 1952. He
served his country in the
United States Army. He
retired as a Trainman
from CSX railroad with
forty-seventy years of
service and started in
1952 with the B&O
Railroad. He enjoyed
hunting, fishing and
being outdoors. He also
enjoyed socializing and
meeting up with his
railroad buddies once a
month for lunch.
Roscoe is survived
by his wife of fifty-five
years, Barbara Jean
Johnson Bolyard whom
he married on April 20,
1965; two children,
Nelson Bolyard and
Beverly, Laurel Park,
Shelby
Riggs
and
Jeff, Clarksburg; three
grandchildren, Bethany
Fedio,
Dr.
Lucas
Bolyard and Katie,
Chandler
Bolyard;
one sister, Barbara
Jean Reed, Vestal, NY;
several nieces and
nephews.
In addition to his
parents, Roscoe was
preceded in death by
five brothers, Alden
Lane Bolyard and
Irene, Donald William
Bolyard,
Walter
Brown (Bud) Bolyard
and Dorothy, Walker
Bradford
Bolyard,
George Harold Bolyard
and
Marlene;
one
sister, Winona Florence
Bolyard.
A private graveside
service will be held
at the WV National
Cemetery with full
military
honors
accorded by the Taylor
County Honor Guard
and the United State
Army Honor Guard.
Online
condolences
can be made on
Davisfuneralhomewv.
com.

