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75 Cents

Vincent Lumber Donates $5,000 To SPD During National Police Week
Passersby may have
noticed last week that
‘Card My Yard’ had
visited Shinnston at
the request of Jeffrey
Chalfant, and placed
signage in the lawn beside
East of Chicago Pizza
commemorating National
Police Week (May 9-15).
Chalfant, who owns and
operates both Vincent
Lumber Company and
East of Chicago Pizza,
said he felt that since it was
National Police Week, it
was an appropriate time
to really “Support the
Blue” and pay homage to
local law enforcement in
the community where he
does business.
Since taking ownership
of Vincent Lumber and
opening an adjacent
second business (East of
Chicago Pizza), Chalfant
has been effective in
becoming a valued part of

the community.
“We
seized
this
opportunity to make a
donation to our police
department as a way to
honor our local police
officers and show our
appreciation for their
service to this community.
They are committed to
keeping our community
safe and protecting its
residents.
They are
well-trained and can be
depended upon to offer
a quick response and
have been steadfast in
their dedication to drugrelated challenges in our
local area,” Chalfant
stated. “We at Vincent
Lumber simply wanted
to
demonstrate
our
appreciation, and we did
so by donating $5,000 to
their department that can
be used for any office
upgrades they would like
to make.”
Shinnston Police Chief
Jon Harbert accepted the
donation with gratitude,

saying, “Since he opened
two businesses here in
Shinnston, Jeffrey has
become very communityoriented and has been
very generous to both
our Fire Department and
our Police Department,
among others.
Our
spending is typically
geared
predominantly
toward officer safety, and
recently, for example,
we have tinted our doors
and installed locking
mechanisms. But Vincent
Lumber’s contribution
will now allow us to make
some improvements to
our facility. We have
no definite plans at the
moment but some things
we intend to consider
are
some
painting,
ceiling
replacements,
improving our lighting
and perhaps flooring.
We are very grateful
for this quite generous
donation and hope to use
it to make a difference
in the appearance of our

Pictured (l-rt) at the check presentation are: John Stogran of Vincent Lumber,
Shinnston City Manager Chad Edwards, Police Chief Jon Harbert, Vincent
Lumber owner Jeffrey Chalfant, and Mayor Patrick Kovalck.

facility.”
Shinnston
Mayor
Patrick
Kovalck
joined the Shinnston
Police Department in
expressing
gratitude
for Vincent Lumber’s
generosity.
“Our community is
very blessed to have
several small businesses

Governor Justice Trying To Motivate COVID Vaccinations

“The UK variant is more easily transmissible,
50% more able to spread and that includes younger
people. Half of the patients are now under 30,”
Marsh stated, adding that classrooms remain
safe and that cases in schools stem mostly from
extracurricular and social activities. He stressed
that this is one of the reasons youth 16 and above
should get vaccinated.
Governor Justice is trying to fuel vaccinations
by saying that when 70% of eligible West Virginia
residents have received at least the first dose of the
COVID vaccine, the mandate on mask wearing in
the state will be lifted. He is aiming for that to
hopefully occur by WV Day (June 20th), giving
The New York Times has paid special attention
West Virginia residents two reasons to celebrate
to cases of COVID-19, paying special attention
that day!
to the types of areas where the worst outbreaks
occur. Some of those sites include nursing homes,
food processing plants, correctional facilities, and
colleges. Cities in the Mountain State that are
college/university settings, where there is more
risk of people congregating, ranked Morgantown
leading the pack of highest number of COVID
cases (2,289), followed by Marshall University in
Huntington with 622. West Virginia Tech came in
with the lowest number at 65.
According to WV DHHR reports mid-week last
week, there had been 2,795,243 total confirmatory
lab results received for COVID-19, with 156,617
total cases and 2,729 deaths attributed to COVID-19.
The DHHR also listed counties with the highest
number of COVID cases. The top 12 West Virginia
counties, ranked from the highest were:
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Emotional Farewell Celebration
Held For Shinnston Healthcare
Employee

here that are contributors
to the greater good of our
city,” Mayor Kovalck
stated.
“Although
Jeffrey Chalfant is
quite young to have
undertaken ownership of
two local businesses in
our midst, he is always
more than willing to help
any cause. Being one of
the youngest business
owners in Shinnston

does not hamper his call
to make a difference, and
he has certainly proven
himself to be a big
player in the betterment
of Shinnston. We are
not only grateful for his
donation to our Police
Department, but we are
grateful that he chose
to become a part of our
business
community
here in Shinnston.”

Council Approves Spending For
Downtown Street Signs, Public
Works Trucks & Street Sweeper
By
LEIGH
C.
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal
Editor
Shinnston
City
Council met Monday,
May10th at the Woman’s
Club clubhouse on
Bridge Street and also
via zoom for its regular
meeting.
No one petitioned to
speak before Council,
and the proceedings

moved forward to the
approval of meeting
minutes from the April
12th and April 20th
gatherings. Both were
approved as amended.
A representative from
Frontier was supposed
to attend to discuss
fiber optic possibilities
and field questions
but did not show up,
opting instead to speak
Continued on page 3

Exciting Times
Building
Amazing Cities
By JIM HUNT
author, speaker, consultant

When Congress approved the American Rescue
Plan, it created one of the most significant
opportunities for cities and towns to address long
standing problems and invest in the future. The
intent of this $1.9 Trillion dollars is to jump start
the economy after the long COVID-19 pandemic.
While this is the subject of some debate in the
media, there is no question that cities and towns
have an opportunity to undertake projects that will
have a lasting impact on their citizens. Over the
past several weeks, I have received calls from city
officials across the country, asking for my opinion
on how best to plan for these projects. My advice
centered on three key areas.
The first thing that I recommend for cities and
towns to do is have a discussion about ideas and
priorities needed in the community. It is always
a good idea to get input from citizens and other
stakeholders as to what they believe is the greatest
need in the community and how best to spend
the money. In the time of COVID, when it might
not be possible to convene large public meetings,
many cities do Zoom meetings or conduct public
Continued on Page 4
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Customer Service Ratings
Through my years
here at the newspaper,
I have had the pleasure
of working with a lot
of people - both as
co-workers and often
through
advertising
contact. And I suppose
because I’ve been here
so long, many of these
relationships
have
become endearing AND
enduring
friendships.
Just as one example,
I have developed a
dear friendship with a
local public relations
person who often sends
me suggestions for
my column. He had
worked in the newspaper
industry prior to his
current job and knows
how sometimes the
‘well can run dry’ on
fresh ideas! Recently he
asked that I write a piece
on “customer service”
… the reason being
that he had overheard
several of his colleagues
talking about how much
it is falling short now.
I’m going to answer his
request partly because
I had some personal
experience with it myself
during the past month
or so. I like to be wellinformed, though, so
I did some extensive
research. I’ll apologize
in advance for wanting to
pass along a lot of what I
learned … so this column
may be a two-parter!
First of all, let’s
answer the question
“What Is Customer
Service” exactly? It is
probably best explained
as this … Customer
service is the direct
one-on-one interaction
between a consumer
making a purchase and
a representative of the
company that is selling
the product.
Most
companies will admit
that direct interaction
is a critical factor –
particularly when there
is a problem – and how
it is resolved ensures
buyer satisfaction and
further
encourages
repeat business. So it’s
importance is extremely
significant, I’d say.
I’m
not
making

excuses,
but
the
pandemic
HAS
changed the structure of
everything we experience
… from how we shop
and socialize to how we
work, and more. There
has been less connecting
with people on a personal
level. To cut down (as
advised) on being in
crowds, people began
doing less in-person
shopping. And for those
who were fortunate
enough to keep their jobs,
they began working from
home. Companies as
well began to turn more
and more to technology
to communicate with
customers,
offering
mobile apps and online
support. As a case in
point, Forbes says that
the number of customer
text
messages
to
companies they ordered
from doubled last year!
Also according to
Forbes, most companies
have taken quite dramatic
steps
to
improve
customer service and
say the “results were
impressive” and that their
company’s “compassion”
won customers over.
They say that customer
service took on a much
broader scale from large
companies to small
businesses, again adding
technology as a new way
to communicate in order
to overcome challenges,
and
that
customer
service is improving
EVERYWHERE!
HOWEVER,
NBC
did a nationwide survey,
asking consumers who
chose to participate to
gauge their customer
service
experiences.
Nearly 1,500 responses
were gathered, and
the
results
were
overwhelming
that
customer service has
suffered
since
the
pandemic.
Some of
the complaints were as
follows: *More than
¾ of the respondents
said they had contacted
a company multiple
times (up to 20 times, in
fact) to address a single
concern that was never
successfully resolved;

*Wait times to speak
with someone ranged
from 20 minutes to an
hour; *Some were put
on hold three times
because the agent was
not
knowledgeable
enough to answer their
questions; *There were
language barriers with
the
representatives;
*Many said they never
did get to speak directly
with an agent – it was all
a recording! Obviously,
all of this can be stressful
– particularly when the
issue is never resolved!
A buyer’s perception of a
company and its product
may be shaped in a large
part by their experience
in dealing with customer
service personnel, so
it seems to urge that
one-on-one, person-toperson interaction is
indispensable.
Customers
expect
to get service through
whatever app or device
they happen to be
using and whether it’s
a live chat or a text or
whatever. And when
there is a problem, all
the customer really
wants is to be heard
and know that someone
cares about helping them
find a solution. That
interaction should be
an easy process for the
consumer, not a frustrating
one!
Courteous and
empathetic
interaction
with a trained customer
service agent can be the
difference between losing
or retaining a customer.
Since these positions
are so vitally important
to a business’s success,
perhaps
companies
should pay more attention
to those who want the
job and know that they
have the personality for it.
They also need to know
that even if a customer
is irate, the agent should
remain composed and not
get into an argumentative
dispute. To be continued
…………
This week’s dessert:
“Even your most loyal
customers always have
a choice about where to
take their business.” ~
Marilyn Suttle

Find the Super Crossword Answers on Page 8!
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This Week In West Virginia History
The
following
events happened on
these dates in West
Virginia history. To
read more, go to e-WV:
The West Virginia
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.
May
20,
1949:
Nick Joe Rahall II
was born in Beckley.
When Rahall entered
Congress in 1977,
he was its youngest
member.
May
21,
1853:
William
M.O.
Dawson was born
in
Bloomington,
Maryland, just across
the Potomac River from
what is now the Eastern
Panhandle of West
Virginia. He became
the 12th governor of
West Virginia.
May
22,
1947:

Supreme Court Justice
Margaret
‘‘Peggy’’
Workman was born
in Charleston. In the
election of November
1988, she became the
first woman on the West
Virginia Supreme Court
of Appeals and the first
woman to be elected to
statewide office in West
Virginia.
May 23, 1862: In
what became known as
the Battle of Lewisburg,
Union troops repelled a
Confederate advance,
killing 38 and wounding
66, while losing only
13 men.
May
23,
1941:
Rod Thorn was born
in Princeton. Thorn
attended West Virginia
University, where he
was an All-American
guard.
Thorn
has

had an extended and
distinguished career in
the National Basketball
Association.
May
24,
1896:
Confederate General
John Echols died in
Staunton,
Virginia.
Echols served in the
Kanawha Valley in
1862 and commanded
Confederate forces at
their defeat at the Battle
of Droop Mountain in
November 1863.
May
25,
1903:
Industrialist
and
philanthropist Bernard
Patrick
McDonough
Jr. was born in Texas,
to an Irish railroading
family.
Starting
with a Parkersburg
construction business
in
the
1930s,
McDonough built a
Fortune 500 company

with operations in
hand tools, building
materials and barge
building. The Bernard
P.
McDonough
Foundation
remains
one of the largest
private foundations in
West Virginia
May
25,
1937:
William H. “Teepi”
Kendrick
died
in
Morgantown. Kendrick
was a pioneer in West
Virginia’s 4-H program.
He broadened
the
program to emphasize
more
than
just
agriculture, and he was
primarily responsible
for establishing the
state 4-H camp at
Jackson’s Mill.
May
26,
1895;
Athlete
Ira
Errett
‘‘Rat’’ Rodgers was
born in Bethany. He

was among the greatest
Mountaineer football
players, lettering in
1915–17 and 1919.
e-WV: The West
Virginia Encyclopedia
is a project of the West
Virginia Humanities
Council.
For more

information
contact
the West Virginia
Humanities Council,
1310 Kanawha Blvd.
E., Charleston, WV
25301; (304) 3468500; or visit e-WV at
www.wvencyclopedia.
org.
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N&J Briefs
FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY

“Briefs” is a calendar of events listing provided free of
charge to churches and non-profit organizations. Items will
be published one time only and will be listed in the order in
which they occur. Please submit your ‘briefs’ two weeks
prior to the event (if possible) by 4 PM on Friday. Fax
your information to 304-592-0603 or send via e-mail to
newsandjournal@yahoo.com.

BRIDGEPORT LIBRARY
Bridgeport library is still closed to the public,
however pick up is available. Readers can access
the library’s catalog by reserving books on their
website at www.youseemore.com/bridgeport
and may pick up books on the following days
and times: M-W-F 12:00pm-7:30pm and Tues.
& Thurs. 12:00pm-4:30pm. until further notice.
Personnel will be available to answer questions,
and the library’s digital resources will continue to
be available. • Contact Amy at the library at 304842-8248 for information.
LOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Lowe Public Library has resumed its regular
hours to the general public: Monday 11:30 am –
7:00 pm and Tuesday- Friday 11:30 am – 6 pm,
CLOSED on Saturdays. Curbside service will
still be available to those who request it by calling
304-592-1700. The library is disinfected routinely
throughout the day (also, immediately after
children visit).
WEST VIRGINIA HERITAGE CLASSES/
EVENTS
The following classes/events will be taking
place at West Virginia Heritage Crafts at the
Historic Quiet Dell School: Rug Braiding Class
- May 22, Call Becky for details 304-363-6315;
Basket Making Class - May 27, 9:30 AM-3:30
PM, $52.00 - call Martha 304-483-0858 Limit 5;
Book and Craft Supply Sale – May 1 through May
31, cookbooks, fiction, childrens books, & crafts
(priced to sell) plus an assortment of craft supplies.
Call 304-622-3304 for additional information.
MONONGALIA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS
MEETING
The Monongalia County Beekeepers have a
meeting at Mylan Park in the new Monongalia
County Extension Service and 4-H Center on the
first Tuesday of every month; however, meetings
have been cancelled until further notice due to
COVID-19. Please contact Debbie Martin for
more information at 304-367-9488 or debbeez7@
yahoo.com We look forward to helping you start
your beekeeping journey and will help you every
step of the way!
HOPE, INC. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
SUPPORT GROUP
Hope, Inc., a task force - support group on
growing free from domestic violence, will meet
on Thursdays at noon at Koupal Towers, 916 West
Pike Street in Clarksburg. For more information,
call 304-624-9835 or email asniderhope@yahoo.
com.
KIDDING AROUND YOGA
Kidding Around Yoga is being held every
Thursday at 6p.m. at the Progressive Women’s
Association/Uptown Event Center, 305 Washington
Ave., Clarksburg. These yoga classes are free. So,
bring your kids ages 2 to 12 to Kidding Around
Yoga every Thursday. For more information, please
call 304-624-6881. Certified instructor Erica Perry.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
A Christ-centered 12-step program for any hurt,
habit or hang-up meets every Friday at 6:00 p.m.
at Horizons Church in Lost Creek with COVID
capacity. Offers childcare (birth to 4 yrs.) and The
Landing for older teens. For more information,
call 304-745-5090.

“Shinnston City Council” cont. from p. 1
to the Harrison County
Commission.
Mayor Pat Kovalck
reported that he and
the City Manager had
attended the Harrison
County
Mayors
Association
meeting
at
the
Clarksburg
Municipal
Building
on May 5th where they
heard
presentations
by Country Roads
Equipment Leasing and
United Security Agency.
United Security talked
about the liability risk
pool that is offered to
county
governments
now being offered to
municipalities. Travis
Blosser of the WV
Municipal League also
spoke about funding
being distributed by the
American Rescue Plan.
The mayor also noted
that he and Perry DelRio,
along with a couple
members of Shinnston’s
Public Works crew went
to Nutter Fort earlier in
the month to see a demo
of the Tymco Model
435 street sweeper.
Mayor Kovalck stated
that both Shinnston and
Nutter Fort’s Public
Works
employees
were impressed with
the machine and felt it
would be a good fit for
a joint venture between
the two municipalities.
Kovalck said that asset
sharing would benefit
both communities and
make the purchase more
affordable.
The
mayor
also
attended a members’
breakfast
at
the
Shinnston VFD early in
May where more than
20 members gathered
for fellowship.
Mayor Kovack said he
has been in discussions
with Harrison County
Commissioner
Patsy
Trecost about broadband
internet,
property
maintenance, and the
Rail Trail system. He
said he looks forward to
progressive action and
a partnership with the
County Commission.
City Manager Chad
Edwards presented his
departmental
report
which included:
WATER
–
1,303,566.56
gallons
of water was pumped
during the month of
April.
SEWER – Two major
expenses were incurred
– lift station repair
($29,932) and sewer
line project on Clement
and Pike Sts. ($19,724).

POLICE – Shinnston
Police
Department
handled 1,111 calls for
service in April.
PUBLIC WORKS –
A major wastewater line
collapse on Clement
and Pike led to the
replacement of several
feet of terracotta line
with PVC. A contractor
was hired due to the
City’s lack of adequate
equipment to work on
lines that deep. Much
of these lines were filled
with cinders which
need to be cleaned up
more regularly with an
industrial street sweeper.
Bridgeport will help
get our streets swept
until a new sweeper is
purchased by the City.
Cost and covered area to
be determined. During
the month of April,
Public Works handled
7 water line repairs, 2
water tap installations,
2 sewer digs, spent
four days working at
the pool, and answered
10 call-outs. Edwards
said there is another
storm drain collapse
near East of Chicago
Pizza and a contractor
may be warranted to fix
this as well as a problem
on Water Street. He
also noted there was
no money budgeted for
stormwater.
PARKS & REC –
The pole to be placed
at the trailhead has
been
ordered,
and
Edwards will contact an
electrician and connect
with Mon Power to get
the lights at the trailhead
pavilion and power
there for special events.
SAFETY – The City
has purchased AEDs
(defibrillators) for the
administrative offices,
Police
Department,
pool, public works
garage, and both plants.
Those in all of these
locations will be trained
to use the AEDs on May
26th.
SAFETY LOG –
Safety
Coordinator
Randy Akers made 16
safety
observations,
2 water plant visits, 4
public works visits, and
2 sewer plant visits as
well as held 5 employee
meetings in April.
FIRE DEPARTMENT
– SVFD’s report for
the month of April
included 84 responses
to various fires, medical
emergencies,
vehicle
accidents, and other
miscellaneous calls.
E C O N O M I C

DEVELOPMENT
– The Wind Down
Wednesday event on
May 5th was cancelled
due to poor weather
and rescheduled for
May 12th with Heavenly
Hoagies replacing Gil’s
Beef as a food vendor.
The
entertainment
lineup for the rest of
the season includes:
Byron Cooper on May
12th, Aristotle Jones on
June 2nd; Glen Shelton
on July 7th; a luau theme
on August 4th with
tentative arrangements
for Chandler Bailey
on Steel Drums; and a
veteran theme on Sept.
1st with ‘Sounds of
Soldiers’, a Veterans’
Band. Vendors are still
being contacted for
these dates.
BLDG. INSPECTION
- $413.13 in permit
fees were collected
for projects totaling
$39,633.
PARK & POOL –
Jewel City work session
has been rescheduled
for Sat., May 15th when
volunteers
will
be
restoring playgrounds,
staining
the
amphitheatre, painting
pavilions,
installing
pet waste receptacles,
clearing walking trail
of weeds, and pressure
washing
concrete.
Lighting surrounding
the pool has been
replaced with LEDs.
The new roof over the
concession area has
been installed. Broken
pool chairs have been
repaired or discarded.
Used refrigerator has
been purchased for
the concession stand.
Exterminator will be
treating the ground
for bees this week.
Bathroom dividers will
be painted this week.
Pool is drained and
awaiting paint touchup
as weather permits, and
the pool is on schedule
for filling to be ready for
its May 29th opening.
OFFICE
&
ADMINISTRATION
– A list of all money
collected was given
which included bank
deposits, credit card
charges, water and
sewer security deposits,
B&O
collected,
business licenses, utility
tax, court fines and Park
& Pool. Works orders
were also cited for turnons, shut-offs, checks
for leaks, reread meters,
and general complaints,
etc.

“Farewell Celebration”

many reasons he has
come to appreciate
her
professionalism
during that time.
“Donna is truly a
foundational part of
our staff here. She is
typically the first to
arrive and willingly
remains after hours
if there is work that
needs to be done. I
have never had to
ask her a second time
to do anything … I
can always trust that
whatever I ask her to
do will be taken care
of without mentioning
again. She is a quality,
dependable
person
and loved by all the
staff, and although I

wish her well on her
retirement, she will
be a considerable loss
to us and difficult to
replace,” Dr. Dubberke
stated.
While all of her
colleagues
wished
her well, they were
also aware that her
upcoming
marriage
will include a move
to Michigan, and this
lent some sorrow to
her departure.
Donna’s association
at
Shinnston
Healthcare began in
January of 2001, and
looking back over her
two decades there, she
explained that when
she first applied for

The City Manager
stated that the City
has received a grant
from the Governor’s
Office (WV Division of
Culture & History) for
$1,780, earmarked for
Frontier Days that must
be spent by June 30th.
Since Frontier Days is
not taking place until
September, the City
plans to once again host
an Arts Walk on June
19th to celebrate WV
Day.
Mr. Edwards also
presented Council with
a detailed and updated
list of proposed projects
and color-coded them
according to progress
made or completion.
Action items on the
agenda included:
Council
approved
the purchase of new
designer street signs for
the downtown area. A
local sign maker will be
used for other signage,
which may take a little
longer.
Council
approved
the purchase of two
trucks for Public Works;
payments will be split
between water, sewer
and street funds. The
City’s old trucks will be
put out for bid.
The
addition
of
11 diagonal parking
places on lower Main
Street was previously
approved; lower Main
Street will once again
be converted to oneway traffic heading west
toward the river.
L o w e r i n g
of
residential
neighborhoods’ speed
limit to 15 mph was
tabled.
Council voted to
decline the offer by the
owners of property at
71 Station St. and 429
High St. to donate those
properties to the City.
GIS System was
tabled until further
explanation can be
obtained when they
come to a meeting to
give more details.
Council
approved
giving the City Manager
the
authorization
to have the City
Attorney draw up an
i n t e r- g o v e r n m e n t a l
agreement with Nutter
Fort for the purchase of
a shared street sweeper
with the City’s portion
of the funding not to
exceed $100,000.
Prior to adjournment,
Council
went
into
Executive Session for
property discussions.

cont. from p. 1

the job, it being a close
drive from her home
was a great advantage
plus the fact that
she had heard about
the facility having a
friendly staff.
“Everything I heard
about the staff was
true. They have all
been just awesome
people to work with,
and through the years
they have become very
dear to me. I had no
spouse or close family
near me and have gone
through several bouts
with cancer,” Donna
explained. “My coworkers walked with
me every step of the
way, and I can’t begin

to relate how much
their
tremendous
support
meant
to
me. This has been a
wonderful
working
experience in a great
atmosphere,
which
explains why today is
a little tearful for me.”
Donna’s
happy
ending is that she
reconnected
with
David Willis who was
originally from this
region. Both widowed
for quite some time,
they will soon commit
their lives to one
another and she calls
it ‘perfect timing’,
making her retirement
both a closure as well
as a new beginning.
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May Is The Month Of The Blessed Mother Of Jesus

cont. from p. 1

GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

About 75 years ago, approximately 50 kids who
were six or seven gathered at St. John’s Roman
Catholic Church which was located on Water Street
in Clarksburg. The purpose for this gathering was to
celebrate the May Procession and the crowning of the
Blessed Mother Statue.
Among many other observations, May is the month
of the Blessed Mother of Jesus in the Church. Long
ago, the church had many statues in it but since has
reduced the number and now we have about six or
seven and among these are the statue of the Blessed
Mother.
Back then the first graders received their first
communion on the first Sunday in May. All the girls
were dressed in white dresses and the boys wore white
shirts and pants. The next Sunday all the girls and boys
gathered at the church dressed in their white finery and
participated in the May Procession. One bright sunny
Sunday, I recall that the statue was placed outside on the
lawn and no matter whether it was inside or out, it was
always decorated with many beautiful flowers around
it. As we proceeded to the statue, we sang several of
the beautiful Blessed Mother songs. Back then, a high
school senior girl was chosen to crown the queen with
another girl being the crown bearer. After the crowning
and prayers led by the priest, there would be a concert
of special songs with everyone participating. Usually,
we went into the Colombian Hall where we enjoyed
cookies and punch. The blessed mother remained with
her crown throughout the month of May.
This year, the tradition was reinstated at the
Immaculate Conception Church with the First
Communion class participating in the program. There
were about seven young boys and girls who received
their first communion this year. The statue of the blessed
Mother was placed in front of the altar and decorated
with beautiful spring flowers. The First Communion
service was held on Saturday and the May Procession
with the crowning was held on Sunday.
MacKenna Lynn Robey, a member of the first
communion class was chosen as the May Procession

MacKenna Lynn Robey, May Procession
Queen places the crown of flowers on the statue
of the Blessed Mother during the celebration and
observance held at the Immaculate Conception
Church in Clarksburg.
Queen. She had the honor of placing the crown of
flowers on the Blessed Mother. She is the daughter
of Jenna Hampton Robey and Matt Robey. She is an
active member of the Immaculate Conception Church
and can usually be found at church on Friday evening
assisting Father Casey Mahone in the services, as well
as attending mass regularly on Sunday. She is home
schooled by her Aunt, Dr. Cathy Fisher.
Throughout the month of May, special services
will be held commemorating the Month of Mary. A
Rosary Rally will be held at a local park.
May is the month to observe many different activities
and now with the mask restriction lifted, we will be
able to participate in these events.
Do not forget to attend the Meet and Greet for the
Clarksburg City Council and Water Board to be held
on Saturday, May 21 at the Uptown Event Center at
9:00AM. This is being sponsored by the YWPA and
the PWA - get to know the candidates you will be
voting for.
Stay healthy, stay happy and until next week,
“Now You Have Heard It Through the Grapevine.”

Last Week Was A Busy & Enjoyable Time With Family

Pine Bluff
News
By Pat Matheny

As a reminder for those who have purchased
pizzas from the Pine Bluff “Treasured Memories”
Club, you will be able to pick them up curbside at
the community building on Friday, May 21st and
Saturday, May 22nd.
Saturday, Lee came down and spent the
afternoon. We ate at the Parkette Restaurant on old
Bridgeport Hill.
Sunday afternoon, I met sisters-in-law Bernie
and Debbie at the Cracker Barrel in Fairmont for
their Mother’s Day dinner. The ladies ate well
and they only loaded up two takeout boxes. The
restaurant’s pepper shakers are still lacking.
Tuesday, daughter Kim came in from Virginia to
spend a few days. She is still pretty like her Mom.
In the afternoon, Santana showed up to see her
Mom, followed by Bernadine who came to visit
with everyone.
Our home has always been open to everyone,
especially our kids and grandkids. Everybody
knows where everything is in the home, especially,
food, drinks, and junk food and if they want
something, they get it themselves. For instance,
Santana hadn’t eaten anything since getting off
work earlier. She came into the house starved to
death and automatically retrieved a soda from the
refrigerator, checked out the pantry, and then took
out a frozen pizza (Digiorno) from the freezer
and stuck it into the oven. To tide her over while
the pizza was baking, she broke out a new bag of
potato chips from an upper cabinet just like she

“Exciting Times”

would at her own home.
Wednesday morning, Lee showed up to have
coffee with his sister; I was still in bed. There’s
never a dull moment when those two get together.
It was nice sitting around and reminiscing. After
Lee left early in the afternoon, Kim and I hit
Parkette on the hill again. It was nice seeing former
WV House of Delegate Ron Fragale and his wife.
Then, we stopped at Price Cutter’s in town to pick
up a few things and to fill up the Explorer.
Nearly all of the filling stations in the area were
out of gasoline due to stupid people hoarding it
because they think there will be a shortage. They
are the ones causing the problem. Most of these
people never experienced the OPEC Oil Embargo
of 1973 or the 1979 oil crisis and the gas shortage it
created. There were long lines at all gas pumps and
you could only get gas every other day depending
on the first number of your license plate - odd
number, odd day…even number, even day and you
were limited to 10 gallons each time…fun times.
Friday, I had an appointment with an
Endocrinologist at White Oaks…just another
doctor to add to the list. Daughter-in-law Patty
visited with Kim while I was gone. Later, I cranked
up the mower and got the grass cutting done, plus
sprayed some weed killer around the house.
One evening, Kim was getting a new roll of toilet
paper from under the utility room’s bathroom sink
and discovered a mouse had already been chewing
on it. For years we have never had this problem
because my neighbor had umpteen cats and they
took care of the mice and ground moles within a
half mile radius. I’m like Jinks the cat from The
Huckleberry Hound cartoon show, “I hate meeces
to pieces!”
Until next time, have a great week and remember
our Veterans.
Ace

polls on their websites or in the local newspaper.
The idea is to get some direction and be sensitive
to all sectors of the community. Some cities may
feel that there is a need for investment in sidewalks
and other public infrastructure to improve the
appearance of the community, while other cities
might need water and sewer upgrades. A growing
city may want to invest in streets and water lines
to help speed up development of housing and
businesses while an older city might need to invest
in demolition and housing upgrades. When the
governing bodies feel that they have a good idea of
what the public wants, they can then take the next
steps to meet and begin the tough job of actually
setting priorities.
When the city council meets to begin discussion
on priorities, the Mayor or City Manager should
the amount of the funding, the timing of the
spending and any limitations on the use of the
funds. Most cities and towns have been given a
preliminary estimate of the amount of the funding
and should use this figure as a starting point in
discussions. Because there may be additional
funding coming in as part of regular allocations or
additional infrastructure funding, the city should
stay flexible when deciding on projects. The
timing of the receipt of funds is also important,
since some projects may not be feasible if the
timeline for the project does not match up with the
actual arrival of the funds. The limitation on uses
of the funds is also important since misuse of funds
or misallocation can be quite costly and, in some
cases, may require that cities pay back some or all of
their grant dollars. Managing these funds is a very
complex job and one that needs the full attention of
all members of the city’s administration.
The last item that I recommend to cities is to
assign tasks to city staffs to make sure that all
facets of the projects are taken care of. When
projects start, it is necessary to keep in constant
communication with the public and affected
businesses to lessen the impact on their lives.
Other city staff will be responsible for project
monitoring and coordination. Regular reporting to
the governing body is crucial in order to keep the
project within budget. Over my career, I have seen
many times where a project gets out of control
and turns out costing the city money that was not
anticipated. There are few things harder to explain
to the public than how a free grant, ended up
putting the city in a financial bind.
These are exciting times for cities and towns
throughout America but proper planning and
attention to detail can create a bright future for
citizens and city officials alike.

Senator Manchin Comments On Sentencing Of Reta Mays
By
LEIGH
C.
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal
Editor
Following the tragic
loss
of
veterans’
lives at the Louis A.
Johnson VA Medical
Center in Clarksburg
in 2017, Senator Joe
Manchin
sponsored
The Improving Safety
and
Security
for
Veterans Act along
with the support of
WV Senator Shelley
Moore Capito, and U.S.

House Representatives
David
McKinley,
Alex Mooney and
Carol Miller – all from
West Virginia.
This
bill became law on
December 4, 2020.
This
bipartisan
legislation requires the
U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) to
submit detailed reports
on patient safety and
quality of care at VA
Medical Centers and
ensures that Congress,
Veterans, and their

families
are
fully
informed on the policies
and procedures in place
across the VA nationally.
While this was a
step toward improving
care for veterans at
VA medical centers
moving forward, it did
not negate the sadness
and fury felt by so many
families and by Senator
Manchin himself.
Last week, following
the life imprisonment
sentencing rendered in
the case against former

Clarksburg VA nursing
assistant Reta Mays,
Senator Manchin issued
a frank and lengthy
statement.
“The last several years
have been incredibly
painful for families
and loved ones of the
Veterans murdered at
the Clarksburg VAMC.
Although the sentence
is long overdue, I was
pleased to see this
criminal locked away
for life and receiving
Continued on Page 8

With this Coupon receive
a FREE Medium Fry with
any sandwich purchase

Expires 5-20-21
One per customer per visit – not to be used with any other offer, discount
or within an EVM purchase. Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only. Cash
value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.
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May is National Skin Cancer Awareness Month

Be Prepared For Sun Safety
Every
year
we
expose ourselves to
the sun’s ultraviolet
light, often without
taking any necessary
precautions. Sunburn is
a never-ending battle,
no matter the time of
year. Without necessary
sun protection, people
leave
themselves
vulnerable to a number
of complications.
“Before
you
go
outdoors you should
remember to apply

sunscreen,” said Dr.
Angie Malone, APRN,
ACNS-BC,
OCN,
AOCNS,
NE-BC,
director of Oncology
at Cecil B. Highland,
Jr. and Barbara B.
Highland Cancer Center
at United Hospital
Center (UHC). “The
sun’s rays can lead to a
wide range of problems,
from sunburns to skin
cancer.”
Clothing choices play
an important role in

protecting our skin as
it acts as a sunscreen.
A long sleeved top
and brimmed hat may
be helpful to protect
exposed skin during
peak
sun
hours.
However,
sunscreen
is necessary, even
with the right clothing
choices, in keeping
your skin healthy
during all seasons,
especially from the
intense rays of the
summer sun.

Important Sunscreen Facts
For ultimate sun protection, apply sunscreen to uncovered skin 30 minutes
before going outside and again every two hours after swimming or sweating.

Protect Your Skin From Ultraviolet (UV) Light
Ultraviolet (UV) rays
are an invisible form
of radiation that comes
from the sun, tanning
beds, and sunlamps. UV
rays can penetrate and
damage skin cells.
Basal cell carcinoma
begins in the basal
cell layer of the
skin. Squamous cell
carcinoma begins in the
squamous layer of the
skin. Melanoma begins
in the melanocytes,
which are the cells
that make melanin, the
pigment that gives skin
its color.
The three types of
UV rays are ultraviolet
A (UVA), ultraviolet B
(UVB), and ultraviolet
C (UVC)
Most UV rays that
reach the surface of

the earth are UVA rays.
UVA rays can reach
deep
into
human
skin
and
damage
connective tissue and
the skin’s DNA.
Most UVB rays are
absorbed by the ozone
layer, so fewer of them
reach the earth’s surface
compared to UVA rays.
UVB rays, which help
produce vitamin D in
the skin, do not reach
as far into the skin as
UVA rays, but they can
still cause sunburn and
damage DNA.
UVC rays are very
dangerous, but they are
absorbed completely
by the ozone layer and
do not reach the earth’s
surface.
In
addition
to
causing sunburn, too

much exposure to UV
rays can change skin
texture, cause the skin
to age prematurely, and
can lead to skin cancer.
UV rays also have been
linked to eye conditions
such as cataracts.
The
National
Weather Service and
the
Environmental
Protection
Agency
developed the UV Index
to forecast the risk of
overexposure to UV
rays. It lets you know
how much caution
you should take when
spending time outdoors.
The UV Index predicts
exposure levels on a 0 to
11+ scale; higher levels
indicate a higher risk of
overexposure. If the UV
index is 3 or higher, sun

To be fully prepared
this summer, have a
tote or back pack full of
items that will protect
your skin.
Here is an easy tip

to help make sure you
and your family stay
sun-safe. Get ready
for summer with a tote
bag full of different
ways to protect your
skin. Keep the tote bag
handy so you can grab
it whenever you head
out for summer fun!
Some
important
things to pack—
A lightweight long-

sleeved shirt or coverup.
A hat with a wide
brim that shades your
face, head, ears, and
neck.
Sunglasses that block
both UVA and UVB
rays.
Sunscreen with SPF
15 or higher and both
UVA and UVB (broadspectrum) protection.

Continued on Page 8

What Is In Your Tote Bag?

Why Are Men More Susceptible
To Skin Cancer?
Men, especially those
with lighter skin, are
more likely than women
to acquire skin cancer,
including melanoma—
the deadliest form of
skin cancer.
When you think about
sun protection, you
might think about a day

at the beach. However,
over your lifetime,
you get sun exposure
doing everyday things
like biking, working,
running, commuting, or
even mowing the lawn.
Sun
exposure
is
the main source of
ultraviolet (UV) rays,

which can cause skin
cancer. Moreover, UV
exposure adds up over
time, increasing your
risk of developing skin
cancer.
Skin cancer is the
most common cancer in
the United States. Every
Continued on Page 8

What
sunscreen?

is

Sunscreen filters out
the sun’s dangerous UV
(ultraviolet) rays. These
invisible rays can cause
skin cancer. Some skin
cancers can cause death
if not found and treated
early.
You should apply
sunscreen
repeatedly
throughout the day, as
sunscreen will lose its
effectiveness through
body sweat.
What are common
mistakes?
People use too little
sunscreen – you should
apply liberally and use
at least one ounce or a
shot glass size full for
one application for the
average sized person.
People use a sunscreen
with a low SPF number.
You should use at
least an SPF of 15,
although an SPF of 30 is
recommended.
People use sunscreen
once for all day sun
protection. You should
follow the directions on

DR. ANGIE MALONE

your sunscreen bottle for
the time recommended
between applications.
People receive the
most sun exposure
between 11 am to 3 pm.
You should actually
limit your sun exposure
during this time of day
as the sun’s rays tend to
be more intense.
People think because
it is cloudy, they do not
receive any harmful
rays. You should be
even more mindful
on cloudy days as the
sun’s rays are just as
dangerous.
People think a tan

makes us look healthy;
you should know that a
tan comes from the cells
of skin damage.
Who should wear
sunscreen?
People of all skin
colors can get skin
cancer from the sun’s
UV rays.
Some
medications can make
the skin more prone to
sunburns.
Ask your
healthcare professional
if your medications or
anything specific to
you puts you at greater
risk for sunburn or skin
damage. Children need
Continued on Page 9

What Are The Symptoms Of Skin Cancer?

A change in your skin
is the most common
sign of skin cancer.
This could be a new
growth, a sore that does
not heal, or a change
in a mole. Not all skin
cancers look the same.
Talk to your doctor
if you notice changes
in your skin such as a
new growth, a sore that
does not heal, a change
in an old growth, or
any of the A-B-C-D-Es

of melanoma.
For
melanoma
specifically, a simple
way to remember the
warning signs is to
remember the A-B-CD-Es of melanoma
“A”
stands
for
asymmetrical.
Does
the mole or spot have
an irregular shape with
two parts that look very
different?
“B” stands for border.
Is the border irregular or

jagged?
“C” is for color. Is the
color uneven?
“D” is for diameter. Is
the mole or spot larger
than the size of a pea?
“E” is for evolving.
Has the mole or spot
changed during the
past few weeks or
months?
Remember to talk
to your doctor if you
notice changes in your
skin.

Shinnston Medical Center
1 Columbia Road
Shinnston, WV 26431
304-592-1040

Changing Rehab...
Changing Lives.
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The Cougars Are Tops In Big 10 Softball!
The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

Lincoln
continued
its softball dominance
earning the Big 10
title this past weekend
with a win over Philip
Barbour. The Cougars
pushed their record
to a perfect 15-0 after
knocking off the Colts
in Shinnston.
In a rare occurrence
this season, Lincoln
found itself trailing 1-0
early; they responded
by outscoring their
opposition 11-2 to earn
the championship. The
bats came alive early
as the Cougars scored
nine of those runs in
the second and third
innings combined.
Delaney Haller has
been dominant in the
circle all year long and
that trend continued in
this affair. Haller also
decided to help her
own cause at the plate
going 2 for 2 with a
home run and a double
(the lone extra base hits
of the day). She also
drove in a pair of runs
and scored a couple
runs as well. Hannah
Ferris and Candence

Lambert both had a pair
of hits to spearhead the
offensive attack. Alexis
Williams,
Destiny
Cunningham, Karriss
Drain,
and
Emily
Robey all added hits in
the win.
Long time Head
Coach Yancey Weaver
has had his fair share
of success at the helm
of the Cougar program
and this year is no
exception. His team has
outscored
opponents
160-22, including the
Philip Barbour numbers.
They have held bats
at bay behind Haller’s
efforts, allowing one
run or less in 10 of those
victories. The offensive
production is staggering
as Lincoln has scored
seven or more runs in
13 match-ups.
Heading into the final
week of the regular
season, Weaver and
company are poised
to make a run at the
biggest title of them all,
a state championship.
In boys high school
hoops, Poca’s Isaac
McKneely
recently

won the Bill Evans
Award. The Evans
Award
showcases
the Mountain State’s
best basketball player.
McKneely is a sweet
shooter that averaged
nearly 22 points per
game. He also pulled
down just over four
rebounds and dished out
just shy of four assists
an outing. His numbers
are impressive indeed
and based on the handful
of highlights that I have
seen of him, he looks
like an exceptional
hoopster.
McKneely
has had several Division
I offers and he has set his
sights on powerhouse
UVA as a destination.
The Cavaliers are not
far removed from a
national championship
and
Tony
Bennett
obviously knows talent
when he sees it.
With that being said,
I have to plead my case
for one of Harrison
County’s own - Robert
C. Byrd’s Bryson Lucas.
Lucas has turned heads
for quite some time
and he finished runnerup to McKneely in this
year’s voting. Lucas is
as complete of a player
that we have seen in
the area in a long time.
He averaged a doubledouble (17 points and 11

rebounds) for the Flying
Eagles, the top team
in Class AAA for the
majority of the season.
Lucas was second on
the squad in assists with
just under three a game.
He was tops on the
team with just over two
thefts a game. Lucas
led North Central West
Virginia in blocked
shots and he rejected
five Morgantown shots
in the first lock-up with
the Class AAAA state
runners-up Mohigans.
Lucas had 17 slam
dunks heading into
state tournament action,
showcasing his ability
to get to the rim. He
put up all of these
impressive numbers on
a star-studded squad,
never concerned with
his individual stats, only
focused on finding a way
to win. Lucas showed
consistency throughout
his career posting 43
double-digit
scoring
games in a Robert C.
Byrd uniform.
No disrespect to Mr.
McKneely, but for my
money I’m all in on
Bryson Lucas as my
pick for the top player
in West Virginia.
That will do it
for now. Until next
week…take care and
God Bless!

Notable Records For Local Young Wrestler Nick Glaspell
Some youth begin at a very early age to take
an interest in wrestling. Such is the case for tenyear old Nick Glaspell who has been wrestling for
years now. Weighing in at 90 pounds, there have
been three times when he participated in wrestling
matches when there was no 90-lb. weight class, so
he was forced to ‘wrestle up’ in the 95-lb. class.
Even so, he has performed very well during the
2020-2021 season.
Nick, a 5th grade student at Big Elm Elementary,
wrestles for the Clarksburg Panthers and has
accumulated impressive tournament records in
West Virginia as well as Pennsylvania, taking first
place four times, second place in Parkersburg, and
came in 4th at Junior States.
Nick is the son of Cody and Nickii Glaspell of
Gypsy and has one brother, Cameron Glaspell.
CONGRATULATIONS to this young local
wrestler!

Nick Glaspell is pictured here holding his certificate
for 4th place in the WV Junior State Wrestling
Championship tourney held earlier this month in
Parkersburg.

Eric Dickerson Is ‘Riding’
Into The College
Football Hall Of Fame

Genesis Running Spring
Class Begins May 25th

Genesis Running has
a brand new 5k class
starting on Tuesday, May
25th. For the spring of
2021 Genesis Running
will have both a live and
online class to choose
from. Class details are
subject to change. This is a
9-week training program
for beginning runners for
a live 5k on Saturday, July
24th. There is no running
experience required and
this class is for beginner
runners. Class dates are
yet to be determined. The
classes meet on Tuesdays
at 6:00 PM.
At Genesis Running
we’re known for teaching
new runners to learn to
run and to learn to love
it. We can teach you
too! There are six class
locations and a virtual
class to choose from.
Online registration is open
and ready. A printable
version is available too.
The 2021 season marks
our 15th season and over
the years we’ve seen

3,500 folks in our classes.   
If you’ve ever wanted to
run but didn’t know where
to start then this is for you!
You can learn more about
the lead coaches and also
watch some past highlight
videos to see folks just
like you crossing the
finish line of their first 5k.
Genesis has grown
because of people just
like you sharing their
success with friends and
families.
Live classes are $90
for general admission
for adults, $25 for kids
and $50 for military and
first responders and their
families. Online only is
$50 for individuals that
want the email lesson,
instructional videos and
access to the Facebook
group.
Parents
are
welcome to share the
information with their
kids and it’s our hope that
families will participate
together.  
It’s never just about the
run. Do you believe that?

If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to
go far, go together. If you want to go fast and far,
create a “Pony Express” with Eric Dickerson and
Craig James alternating in the saddle. Dickerson,
the sensation in the famed SMU duo who helped
deliver two-consecutive Southwest Conference
(SWC) championships, now rides into the College
Football Hall of Fame.
“It means a lot to me to represent my university,”
said Dickerson. “I’m proud to be a Mustang
player. We had a great era with great players: my
friend Craig James, Harvey Armstrong, Charles
Drayton, Mark Crites, Joe Beard, Eric Ferguson,
Continued on page 8

The Team Logos For This Week Are Liberty
Mountaineer & RCB Flying Eagle
It’s that time once again to acknowledge the
efforts of Harrison County’s student athletes. Each
week a panel will take a look at the information
collected to make the best choices possible. They
will review the performances of the athletes from
the six schools (Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln,
Notre Dame, Robert C. Byrd, and South Harrison)
in our county.
The Shinnston News and Harrison County
Journal’s Athletes of the Week Award is an
avenue that is used to promote the youth of our
county, while bringing attention to their athletic
accomplishments.
This past week’s winners are Liberty’s Emma
Kyle and Robert C. Byrd’s Grant Lowther.
Mountaineer softball player, Emma Kyle helped
her team to a 5-1 record this past week. Kyle had
nine hits including three home runs, a triple, and
two doubles. She also scored 12 runs and had 11
RBI’s.
Flying Eagle baseball player, Grant Lowther
helped his team to a pair of big wins against crosstown rival Bridgeport and Williamson. In four
games total, Lowther had seven hits including
three doubles. He scored seven runs and drove in
four runs. He also picked up the save in the victory
over the Indians.
Congratulations to Liberty’s Emma Kyle and
Robert C. Byrd’s Grant Lowther for being named
the Shinnston News and Harrison County Journal’s
Athletes of the Week!

Golf Season In Full Bloom
From The World Of
Parks & Recreation
By Doug Comer

It is a great time of year! We have experienced
a gas shortage in the eastern part of the United
States. The trees and flowers are in full bloom
which means that allergy season has peaked, and
the uncanny frost in the mornings in the middle of
May remind us spring is here. Did I convince you
that it is a great time? Oh wait, did I forget to tell
you that it is golf season? Now I got you hooked…..
My passion begins on the links. The chance to
hit a little white ball as far as I can and put it in a
hole and add the amount of times I can do that is the
drive that brings me to the course to play. It is one of
the few life-long sports where competition can still
ooze through your veins throughout a lifetime. The
chance to beat your buddies on the golf course and
earn bragging rights until the next competition.
My son stopped by the club the other day and
went right for his club, balls and tees. He watches
the players on the television and even his old man
attempt to stripe a four-iron on a frozen rope. He is
a focused kid when it comes to a lot of things. And,
while he is watching or listening to something, he is
comprehending other things around his settings. He
can focus on golf and I think golf will be his calling.
I am more known for my teaching ability
compared to my golf skills. Do not get me wrong,
I want to play the best I can, but I am all in for the
enjoyment and being in the group telling stories and
sharing laughs during the time. I have flashes of
when I was pretty good, but now, the focus is not
the same as it once was.
It is that focus that makes golfers perform to
their best ability. I think Costa will be a good
golfer when he is ready to take it serious. Right
now, it is simply cave man golf – see ball, hit
ball. And the contact is there every time. His
determination grows in every swing. I hope that
he believes in himself as much as I do about him.
He has all the tools and resources to be successful
at the game.
To get back on subject here, those looking for
something to keep the competitive juices going
but are not playing organized sports anymore can
find that in golf. It is great to see all the young
professionals out there spending their free time at
the club. It is a hard game to pick up, but once you
make that one great swing, you are hooked for life.
I am not telling you to run out and spend
thousands on equipment, but find something in
your budget and give it a try. It is self-rewarding
and can be played in a group or by yourself. It is
just you and the course and four hours of time to
yourself. Those who do not play will scoff at this
article saying it is a dumb game. I am just saying to
give it a try and no one is too old to try this game.
So, when you go to Walgreens to get your Zyrtec
and later fill up your SUV with gas at $3.08 a
gallon, do not forget to put the sticks in the back
and stop and enjoy a great walk playing a great
game. Good luck and let the birdies fly.
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ROSE MARIE
SPADAFORE METZ

Rose Marie Spadafore
Metz, 87, of Shinnston
passed away on Sunday,
May 9, 2021 at her home.
She was born in Shinnston
on January 26, 1934 to the
late John and Catherine
Christian Spadafore.
Rose was preceded
in death by her loving
husband, Richard Dale
Metz who she married
September 10, 1960 and
who died on September
25, 2017.
She is survived by
her
special
loving
cousin, Carol Newlon
of Fairmont; cousins,
David Clark of Fairmont,
Todd Hall, Tyson and
Hunter Hall; 3 nieces,
Jane Shultz and husband
Todd of Louisville, KY,
Sally Metz of Louisville,
KY, and Suzie Dolt
and her children, Cory
and Caroline also of
Louisville, KY; her
nephews, Michael Metz
and his wife Bonita of
Crozet, VA, Josh Metz
of VA, and Matt Metz of
CA; and special caring,
loving friends who were
like family, Regina and
Tracy Colton and their
children, Dalton and
Hailey, all of Shinnston.
Rose was the last
surviving member of
her immediate family. In
addition to her parents
and husband, she was
preceded in death by her
grandparents, John and
Rosa Spadafore; and John
and Constance Christian;
her
brother,
Patsy
Spadafore; her father and
mother-in-law, Sam and
Marie Bock Metz; and
several aunts, uncles, and
cousins.
Rose graduated from
Shinnston High School in
1951. She loved traveling
with her husband, Dick.
She was a member of the
Charles Street Christian
Church. Rose always
had fond memories of
working in Spadafore’s
Restaurant which was
owned by her family.
A funeral service was
held at Perine Funeral
Home on May 12, 2021
and Rev. Lynn White was
officiate.
Entombment
followed at the Shinnston
Memorial Mausoleum.
Online
condolences
can be shared at www.
perinefunerals.com

home in Chattanooga,
TN on April 24, 2021
surrounded by her
family after a two-year
battle with gall bladder
cancer. She was born
in Philippi, WV on July
12, 1958.
She was the beloved
wife of Keith Brantley
Gilchrist and the proud
mother of two sons,
Samuel and Trevor.
Nina loved her family
fiercely. Nina’s parents,
Jacob Edward Keiffer
and
Margie
Oleta
Keiffer, preceded her in
death. She is survived by
three big sisters, Dianne
Winter, Mary Arnett,
and Nancy Stewart. She
had several close friends
she affectionately called
‘Sistars’.
Nina was a graduate
of Shinnston High
School and attended
Fairmont
State
University. She had a
deep love for children
and could be found
on Sunday mornings
teaching preschoolers
or working in the
nursery. She was the
spark behind a Christcentered school startup. A lifelong gardener,
she fought illness as she
obtained her Master
Gardener certification.
Nina was supremely
skilled at handling
yarn. Teaching others
to crochet and knit were
two of her passions.
An
accomplished
seamstress, she would
always take time out
of her day to hem,
sew or fix clothing for
anyone who had need.
Many often came to
her for life advice and
she would always take
the time to give them
her very best. A much
sought-after person she
was always willing to
help the needy and less
fortunate.
Memorial donations
may be made to Kari’s
Heart
Foundation,
an organization that
helps
families
of
hospitalized children.
Online donations can
be made at https://
karisheartfoundation.
org/donate/
or
by
mailing checks to KHF
PO Box 6165, Johnson
City, TN 37604. Cards
and condolences can
be sent to the family at
6310 Ridge Lake Rd
Hixson TN 37343.
A graveside service
will be held at Oak
Grove
Cemetery,
Blackford KY at a later
date. A Celebration
of Life service will
be held at Northridge
Community
Church
(Springbrook Campus)
209 E Springbrook Dr,
Johnson City, TN 37601
on May 22nd at 3:00pm.
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www.harmerfuneralhome.com
Jay D. Harmer, LIC,
Jacob A. Harmer, Licensed Funeral Director

6:15am, Monday, May
10, 2021 at the Ruby
Memorial Hospital in
Morgantown. He was
born in Clarksburg,
February 2, 1950, a
son of the late Dhring
McCauley, Jr. and the
late Betty Newbrough
McCauley.
Surviving are seven
children; Roger Lee
McCauley, Jr., Sabrina
Owens and her husband
Buck, Wallace, Misty
Fugate and her husband
T.D.,
OH,
Robert
Matthew Leggett, OH,
Robert Carpenter and his
wife Violet, Hutchinson,
Malissa Malick-Maple
and
her
husband
Timmy, Barrackville,
Roger Lee McCauley,
III,
Enterprise;
10
grandchildren; Laressa,
Jessy,
MacKenzie,
Dana, Nathaniel, Bailee,
Kiley, Luci, Matthew,
and Austin.
In
addition
to
his parents, he was
preceded in death by
one brother, Dhring
McCauley, III; his
maternal grandparents,
Virgil
and
Pearl
Newbrough; and his
paternal grandparents,
Dhring
McCauley,
Sr. and Olive Lilly
McCauley.
Roger spent his life
working as an auto
mechanic and was very
talented at fixing any
type of vehicle. He
had an ornery since of
humor. For example,
if you asked him how
he was feeling it would
be common for him
to reply, “With my
fingers.”
Knowing
Roger’s sense of humor,
we knew he would
appreciate the following
comment about him as
a dad: “Dads are like
chocolate chip cookies;
they may have chips or
be totally nutty, but they
are sweet and make the
world a better place.”
Roger
enjoyed
listening and singing
along to old country
music,
working
crossword and word
search puzzles, and
playing solitaire. He
was a friendly person
who never knew a
stranger. Roger was a
wonderful father who
loved his children. He
was a selfless man who
never wanted to impose
on anyone. He will be
deeply missed by all
who knew him.
A funeral service was
held at Perine Funeral
Home on Friday, May
14, 2021 with Chaplain
Rick Price officiating.
Interment was in the
Lumberport Lions Club
Cemetery.
The family would
like to thank the staff of
St. Barbara’s Nursing
Home in Monongah
for their loving care
and
for
becoming
Roger’s second family.
Condolences may be
extended to the family
at www.perinefunerals.
com.

Adam T. Perine - LIC
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

Cora Nay & Genevieve Satterfield with the John Ford Family at Norwood Park
(now Clarksburg City Park in Nutter Fort) about 1917. Note Roller Coaster in
background--a rare treat for Harrison County! Photo courtesy of Bobby Bice.

on Saturday, May 8,
2021 at the Genesis
Salem Center. Ricky
was born February 23,
1957 in Clarksburg,
son of the late Thomas
Eugene and Mabel
Marie
Faulkner
Somerville.
Ricky served his
country in the United
States Marine Corp. He
was a truck driver for
Brown Lumber.
He is survived by
his aunt, Naomi Reed,
Clarksburg; two close
cousins, Vicky Gizzi
and Manuel; Tracy,
Judi, Jami, Pastor Jamie
Gizzie and Crystal,
Bridgeport, and several
additional cousins.
Davis Funeral Home
and Onsite Crematory is
handling the cremation
and honored to serve
the Somerville family.
Inurnment
will
be
at
Stonewall
Park
Cemetery.
Online
condolences
can
be made at www.
Davisfuneralhomewv.
com

COREY LEA CARR
Corey Lea Carr, 44, of
Bridgeport passed away
on Sunday, May 9,2021
at United Hospital
Center.
Corey was
born June 30, 1976 in
Fairmont, son Edna Lea
Carr of Bridgeport and
the late Ralph Carr.
Corey
attended
Grafton High School.
He was a welder,
truck driver for Swift
Transport and Central
Supply. He loved to
binge watch movies,
gaming with his son,
going to the beach
and watching the San
Francisco 49ers and
WVU
Mountaineers.
Corey enjoyed boating,
fishing, hunting and
camping.
In addition to his
mother,
Corey
is
NINA LEE
survived by his son,
GILCHRIST
Logan Carr, Canton,
ROGER LEE
OH; sister, Darlene
MCCAULEY, SR.
Davis
Tuthill
and
Douglas,
Orange
County, NY; his fourlegged
companion,
Lilly; several aunts,
uncles, and cousins.
Davis Funeral Home
and Onsite Crematory is
RICKY EUGENE
handling the cremation
SOMERVILLE
and honored to serve
Ricky
Eugene the Carr family. A
Nina Lee Gilchrist,
Roger Lee McCauley, Somerville, 64, of Celebration of Life will
62, passed away at her Sr., passed away at Anmoore passed away

be held at a later date.
Online
condolences
can be made on
Davisfuneralhomewv.
com
DR. GASPAR
ZAMORAS
BARCINAS, MD

On May 8, 2021,
Dr. Gaspar Zamoras
Barcinas, MD loving
husband, father, papa
and longtime physician
passed away peacefully
at home with his family
by his side at the age
of 84. Gaspar was born
on January 6, 1937
in Tagbilaran, Bohol,
Philippines to Gorgonio
Sr. and Ines (Zamoras)
Barcinas.
He graduated from
Holy Name University
Catholic High School,
University of East,
Manila,
Philippines
in 1963, completed
his General Practice
Residency at Robinson
Memorial
Portage
County Hospital, in
Ravenna, OH in 1966,
completed his General
Surgery Residency at
St. Elizabeth Hospital
In Youngstown, OH
in 1970, practiced as
an Emergency Room
Physician at United
Hospital Center (UHC)
in Clarksburg, WV
from 1970-1972, and
established his private
practice in 1972 in
Bridgeport, WV, retiring
in 2014 after 40+ years
serving the community
and touching so many
patient’s lives.
He was a member of
the American Medical
Association, Harrison
County
Medical
Association, the Society
of Philippine Surgeons
in America, Assistant
Clinical Professor in
Surgery at West Virginia
University, Chairman
of the Department of
Surgery at UHC in
1978-1979, President of
Medical Staff at UHC
1983-1984, President
of the Harrison County

Medical Society in
1982-1983 and Chief of
Staff, UHC 1990-1992.
He received various
recognition
awards
from both the American
Medical and Harrison
County Associations.
Gaspar had a passion
for taking care of his
patients
and
spent
countless hours doing
what he loved to do
the most for many
years. He was always
kind,
compassionate,
empathetic,
and
personable and many
patients can attest to
his incredible care he
provided. He also loved
annual family vacations,
large family gatherings
with an abundance of
food, riding his John
Deere tractor doing yard
work, and boating on
Tygart Lake.
In
addition,
he
enjoyed being one
of the biggest WVU
and Bridgeport Indian
fans, playing tennis,
taking tons of pictures
at family celebrations,
proudly waving the
American flag, and
especially loved being
a devoted Papa to his 8
grandchildren.
Gaspar is survived
by his loving wife
for 57 years Maxima
“Amy” Barcinas, and
his children Gaspar
Jr. (Tanya) Barcinas
of Cary, NC, Gary
(Jennifer)
Barcinas
of Morgantown, WV,
Grace (John) Langhi of
Huntersville, NC, and
Gina (Brad) Greathouse
of Morgantown, WV;
his 8 grandchildren
Gabriella,
Grayson,
Andre, Drew, Rafael,
Carly, Trey and Isabella;
his brother Gorgonio
Jr.(the late Benedicta)
of Park Ridge, IL and
his sister Sister Mary
Carmen,
Manila,
Philippines. In addition,
he is survived by many
nieces and nephews
including Bob (Sue)
Bolandrina,
Danny
(Pennisue) Bolandrina,
Joey
(Gretheline)
Bolandrina,
Carlos
(Erlinda)
Barcinas,
Antonio
Barcinas,
Fulgencio
(Marilou)
Barcinas, Susan Jane
Barcinas, John Francis
(Maria Ana) Barcinas,
Leila (John) Sin-iawski,
Continued on Page 9
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“Eric Dickerson ‘Riding’ Into Hall Of Fame”
Gary Moten, Blane
Smith.
“When people think
of SMU, they think
of the Pony Express,
but it was so much

deeper. Our defense
was second to none,
almost to the point of
viciousness. I think of
Wes Hopkins. We had
some great players,

but the best thing was
the closeness of our
team.”
Coming out of Sealy,
Texas, Dickerson had
an impressive debut

“Men More Susceptible To Skin Cancer” cont. from p. 5
year, nearly five million
people are treated for skin
cancer, at a cost of about
$8 billion. Melanoma
causes around 8,000
deaths per year in the U.S.
Why Are Men More
Likely Than Women to
Get Skin Cancer?
Men tend to get more
sun exposure than women
do. Men spend more
time outside over their
lifetimes than women,
and they are more
likely to work outdoors
than women. Women’s
personal care products,
like moisturizer and
makeup, often contain
sunscreen, while many
products for men do not.
About one-third of U.S.
adults are sunburned each
year. Sunburn, which

can increase your risk
of getting skin cancer, is
common among white
men, young adults, and
men who tan indoors.
When outside on a sunny
day for more than an
hour, only about 14% of
men use sunscreen on
both their face and other
exposed skin.
Easy Ways to Protect
Yourself
It is easy to protect
yourself
from
UV
exposure—
Long-sleeved shirts,
pants, and a widebrimmed hat offer the
best protection. If you
are wearing a baseball
cap or short-sleeved
shirt, make sure to put
sunscreen on your ears,
neck, and arms.

“UV Light”
protection is needed.
Calculated on a nextday basis for dozens of
cities across the United
States, the UV Index
takes into account
clouds and other local
conditions that affect

Stay in the shade
as much as possible
between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m., which are peak
times for sunlight.
Use a broad-spectrum
sunscreen of at least
SPF 15, preferably SPF
30 or higher, on any
exposed skin, and do
not forget to re-apply
it every two hours, as
well as after swimming,
sweating, or toweling
off.
If you work outdoors,
ask about sun protection
at your job, like wearing
sun-protective clothing.
Avoid indoor tanning.
Head-to-toe
selfexaminations,
and
early screenings by
your doctor, are also
recommended.

cont. from p.5

the amount of UV rays
reaching the ground.
UV
rays
are
strongest:
From late morning
through
midafternoon.
Near the equator.

During
summer
months.
At high altitudes.
Remember
that
sunburns and skin
damage can occur
even on cloudy or
overcast days.

“Sentencing of Reta Mays” cont. from p.4
the maximum sentence
of seven consecutive life
sentences plus 20 years in
prison. I hope this robust
sentencing can bring
some sense of peace to the
victims’ families,” he said.
“The Office of the VA
Inspector General (OIC)
report revealed what we
already knew to be true:
the Clarksburg VAMC
was completely void of
leadership and patient
safety was not prioritized.
Now it is time to ensure
the negligence we saw in
Clarksburg never happens
again and to hold those
accountable who looked
the other way while this
happened. The quality of
care our Veterans receive

at West Virginia VAMCs
and VA facilities across
the nation is of the
upmost
importance,
and I am determined to
ensure every Veteran
has access to the safe,
quality
healthcare
they deserve. I look
forward to meeting with
VA Secretary Dennis
McDonnough when he
travels to West Virginia
soon to begin our frank
discussion on how the
VA will institute a change
of culture in Clarksburg,
and certify that all
patient safety procedures
and
background
adjudications are being
followed. I also thank
the prosecutors who

BE
ACTIVE!

have worked tirelessly
to put this monster away
for life.”
He concluded, saying,
“Most importantly, may
we forever remember
those Veterans who
lost their lives and the
families who will forever
miss them. I know all
West Virginians join
me in praying for the
souls of Veterans Robert
Edge, Sr., Robert Kozul,
Archie Edgell, George
Shaw, Sr., W.A.H., Felix
McDermott, Raymond
Golden, Russell Posey,
and the many others
who may have been
impacted through this
act of negligence and
homicide.”

with 123 yards and
three
touchdowns
against
Rice,
but
injuries limited him
during his freshman
year in 1979. The
following year, SMU
posted an 8-4 record,
including a 20-6 win
in Austin against a
No. 2-ranked Texas on
national TV.
“It was a close game
until we put in the
option in the second
half that we had
been practicing, and
they could not make
adjustments,”
said
Dickerson. “After the
game, we had some
old alumni in walkers
and wheel chairs come
into the locker room,
crying and saying I
have been waiting
20 years for this day
because we had not
beaten Texas since
1966.”
The Pony Express
had
arrived
with
Dickerson and James
alternating carries and
option
quarterback
Lance
McIlhenny
joining the pair in the
backfield.
In 1981, Dickerson
helped SMU to a No.

5 final ranking, a 10-1
record and its first
SWC title since 1966.
Dickerson scored 19
touchdowns and ran
for 1,428 yards on the
season, destroying the
SMU
single-season
rushing record by 394
yards.
“I have to give credit
to my friend and coach,
Ron Meyer, for putting
those teams together,”
said Dickerson. “One
thing about Ron was
he could see talent
like no one else… He
made it work between
me and Craig. Because
I didn’t want [to share
the
carries],
and
Craig didn’t…. But
Coach Meyer set it up
with me and Craig to
rotate… It was really
frustrating, and it was
frustrating for Craig
too, but you got used
to it.”
The
rotating
system kept the pair
fresh, wearing down
opponents in the third
and fourth quarters
while also protecting
them from injuries.
“Had
we
not
connected as friends,
I don’t think our

cont. from p. 6

rotating system would
have worked,” said
James. “I think from
day one for whatever
reason the chemistry
was there… I am so
excited that Eric is
going into the College
Football Hall of Fame,
knowing that he is one
of the very best to ever
have played college
football, and that he’s
now going to represent
himself and all of us.”
A unanimous First
Team
All-American
in 1982, Dickerson
helped guide SMU to
a No. 2 final ranking
and an 11-0-1 record
capped off by a win
over Pitt in the Cotton
Bowl. He finished
third in the Heisman
Trophy voting behind
Herschel
Walker
and
John
Elway
after rushing for 17
touchdowns and 1,617
yards.
Citing
the
impact of the Pony
Express’
dynamic,
Dickerson referenced
Walker’s marks, which
included rushing for
1,752 yards and 16
touchdowns on 335
attempts (103 more
than Dickerson).

9

May 20, 2021 - May. 26, 2021

West Virginia Loses A Seat In The House Of Representatives
West
Virginia
Secretary of State
Mac
Warner
has
officially
received
notice from the Clerk
of the U.S. House of
Representatives
that
the state will lose one of
its three congressional
seats.
With
the
U.S.
Census
Bureau
running behind on
reporting local Census
data, it has presented
challenges for the West
Virginia legislature to
consider and approve
redistricting prior to

the 2022 election cycle.
The Census Bureau
missed its deadline of
early Spring and now
projects the data won’t
be
available
until
August at the earliest.
Because of the delay,
several states have
been forced to sue the
Census Bureau, seeking
permission to violate
deadlines in their own
state constitutions or
laws. Other states are
looking to other data
sources,
including
third-party groups or
interim Census data.

However, the West
Virginia constitution
requires official Census
data to be used for the
redistricting process.
The Census Bureau’s
delay also risks other
effects on state and
local governments as
well. The Legislature
and
counties
are
constitutionally
dependent upon this
data for redrawing the
state’s voting districts
before the upcoming
candidate filing period
in January 2022. As a
result, voters’ polling

locations and ballot
styles may change.
“The
continued
delays in releasing
Census data is creating
a serious problem for
many states like West
Virginia,”
Secretary
Warner said. “What
is most frustrating is
that the Census Bureau
has all of the data. We
know this because we
have already received
formal notice that our
state has lost a seat
in the U.S. House of
Representatives.”
Warner added that

if the Census Bureau
has sufficient data to
determine that WV
is going to lose a
Congressional
seat,
they should be able to
release that data to the
states to avoid legal
challenges and other
delays.
“With delays that
will affect our nation’s
elections, the Census
Bureau
becomes
the newest federal
entity contributing to
decreased confidence
in
our
elections,”
Warner stated.

“Important Sunscreen Facts”
extra attention to avoid
sunburns, as this can
increase the risk of skin
cancer in later years.
Those who are most
likely to get skin cancer
from these rays have:
Lighter natural skin
color.
Skin
that
burns,
freckles, gets red easily
or becomes painful
from the sun.
Blond or red hair.
Blue or green eyes.
A family member who
has had skin cancer.
Also, people who
spend a lot of time
outdoors, either for
work or play, are more
likely to get skin cancer
from UV rays.
“Each year more
people continue to
experience
sunburn
without realizing the
severity of the injury,”
said
Dr.
Malone.
“Sunburn damages the
cells and layers of the
skin which can speed
up the aging process as
well as increase the risk
for skin cancer.”
Annually, there are
5.4 million cases of skin
cancer treated in the
United States. This is
a statistic that could be
lowered significantly if
we all followed some
basic skin safety.

Which
sunscreen
should I use?
Use a sunscreen with
a Sun Protection Factor
(SPF) of at least 15 or
higher.
Sunscreens
come in many forms,
including
ointments,
creams, gels, lotions,
wax sticks, and sprays.
Follow the directions
on the package for using
a sunscreen product
on babies less than
six months old. All
products do not have
the same ingredients;
if you or your child’s
skin reacts badly to one
product, try another one
or call your doctor.
When do I need to
apply sunscreen?
The sun’s UV rays can
damage your skin in as
little as 15 minutes. Put
sunscreen on before
you go outside, even on
slightly cloudy or cool
days. Do not forget to
put a thin layer on all
parts of exposed skin.
Get help for hard-toreach places like your
back.
It is important to
remember that sunscreen
wears off, so you want
to put it on again if
you stay out in the
sun for more than two
hours. Apply sunscreen
approximately
30

minutes before being
in the sun (for best
results) so that it can be
absorbed by the skin and
less likely to wash off
when you perspire.
Remember
to
reapply sunscreen after
swimming or strenuous
exercise.
Apply sunscreen often
throughout the day if
you work outdoors, and
wear a hat and protective
clothing.
What to look for when
you buy sunscreen.
The American Cancer
Society has a catchy
approach to Safe Sun
Practices:
Slip on a shirt, Slop
on some sunscreen,
Slap on a hat, and
Wrap
on
some
sunglasses. You will
also want to do the
following:
Shake your sunscreen
bottle well before use
to mix particles that
might be clumped
up in the container.
Consider using the new
spray-on or stick types
of sunscreen.
Be sure to apply
enough sunscreen. As
a rule of thumb, use
an ounce (a handful)
to cover your entire
body. One ounce is
equivalent to a shot

glass size full for one
application for the
average sized person.
Use on all parts of
your skin exposed to
the sun, including the
ears, back, shoulders,
and the back of the
knees and legs.
Apply thickly and
thoroughly.
Be careful when
applying
sunscreen
around the eyes.
What
to
look
for when you buy
sunscreen
Pick
a
broadspectrum
sunscreen
that protects against
UV-A
and
UV-B
rays and has a sun
protection factor (SPF)
of at least 15, but SPF
30 is recommended.
Buy a nonstinging
product
or
one
specifically formulated
for your face.
Buy a brand that
does
not
contain
para-aminobenzoic
acid (PABA) if you
are sensitive to that
ingredient.
Try a sunscreen with
different
chemicals
if your skin reacts
badly to the one that
you are using. Not all
sunscreens have the
same ingredients.
Use a water-based

Furthermore,
according to Warner,
the state will also
lose one vote in the
Presidential Electoral
College; those votes
are determined by the
total number of U.S.
Senators (all states
have two) plus the total
number of members
of the U.S. House of
Representatives. So,
beginning with the
Presidential election
in 2024, West Virginia
will have only four
votes in the Electoral
College.

cont. from p.5

sunscreen if you have
oily skin or are prone
to acne.
Be aware that more
expensive does not
mean better. Although
a costly brand might
feel or smell better, it
is not considered more
effective than a cheaper
product.
Be aware of the
expiration date, as
some
sunscreen
ingredients
might
degrade over time.
Benefits
It is believed by
many that we must
all be in the sun for a
short amount of time
each day to receive our
necessary amount of
Vitamin D3. This has
been proven false over
the last few year as we
have developed certain
supplements that will
supply us with the
needed amount.
“You do not need to
go unprotected in the
sun for your vitamins
if you are going to be
out facing the sun’s
ultraviolet rays,” said
Dr. Malone.
“You
should, at the bare
minimum, apply a
sunscreen of SPF 15;
however, I would
recommend SPF 30 or
higher.”

Bad Sunscreens
It is important for
people to realize that not
all sunscreens provide
good protection.
In
fact, a recent statistic
showed that 40% of
the top 65 sunscreens
(that received highest
customer reviews) did
not meet dermatologist
standards.
There is
too much emphasis on
smell and feel.
“What you should
really
be
focused
on before making a
purchase is whether
or not the sunscreen
meets
dermatologist
standards,”
said
Dr.
Malone.
“Dermatologists
require
sunscreen
to be SPF 30 or
higher,
should
be
water resistant, and
give broad spectrum
protection. If you are
buying
sunscreens
that do not meet all
of these requirements,
you could be putting
yourself at an increased
risk for skin cancer.”
Those sunny days are
ones that we all look
forward to and should
enjoy. Just remember
to protect yourself so
you can continue to
enjoy those days for
years to come.

Berardi;
a
brother,
Robert Superczynski of
Baltimore; and several
nieces and nephews.
In addition to his
parents, Sonny was
preceded in death by
his four sisters, Matilda
Powers, Delores McNew,
Rita Wieciech, and Patsy
Roggio, all of Baltimore;

and his son-in-law, Jerry
Berardi of Bridgeport.
A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at
All Saints Catholic
Church, Bridgeport,
on Monday, May 17,
2021, with Father
Walt Jagela presiding.
Interment followed in
Bridgeport Cemetery.

“Obituaries” cont. from p.7
Maria-Fe (James) Naff
all from the Boston,
MA area, Alex (Mary
Hope), of Bellevue,
WA, Mylene (John)
Sardon,
Dennis
(Anna)
Barcinas,
Glenn
(Genevieve)
Bar-cinas,
Michele
Barcinas, Laurencio
(Azela) Bacareza all
of the Chicago, IL
area, Fidencio Asuque
of California and
many other nieces
and nephews in the
Philippines.
He was preceded in
death by his parents
and
his
siblings
Irenea
Natividad
(Dionisio)
Asuque,
Beatriz
Barcinas,
Teotima (Ambrosio)
Bolandrina,
Niceas
(Teresita)
Barcinas,
Brigida (Clementino)
Garay, Jesus Barcinas,
Jose Barcinas, Filoteo
(Flordeliza)Barcinas,
Filomena (Eufronio)
Bacareza,
Juliano
(Ligaya)
Barcinas
and nephew Alfonso
(Esperanza) Barcinas.
Memorial donations
may be made to
All Saints Catholic

Church in Bridgeport,
WV.
The family would
like to express their
appreciation
and
gratitude
for
the
amazing care and
love and support they
provided for Gaspar:
Arlene
McKinney,
Edna Clarke, Marcia
Pearson,
Sharon
Wright, Dr. David
E. Hess, MD and all
those from Amedisys
Hospice
Care,
especially
nurses
Stacy Putzulu and
Nichole Rector and
aide Debra Bennett.
A Mass of Christian
Burial was held on
May 14, 2021, at
All Saints Catholic
Church with Father
Walt Jagela and Father
Casey B. Mahone
as
Con-Celebrants.
Interment followed in
Bridgeport Cemetery.
MORRIS “SONNY”
SUPERCZYNSKI
Morris
“Sonny”
Superczynski, 92, of
Bridgeport,
passed
away on Sunday, May
9, 2021, at Stonerise

Nursing Home in
Clarksburg. The son
of the late Frank and
Lottie Superczynski,
he was born in Baltimore,
MD, on July 31, 1928.
He was a Veteran
of the United States
Army and he retired
from
Baker-Whitley
shipyard in Baltimore,
where
he
worked
as a deckhand on
the McAllister and
Resolute tugboats.
Sonny was a devoted
father and grandfather. He
spent his life taking care
of his family, tinkering in
the garage, and repairing

his precious finds. He
also loved caring for his
many canine companions
that he had over the years.
He was married to his
beloved wife, Jean, for
63 years. Sonny never
met a stranger. He had
a wonderful sense of
humor and was loved by
everyone who had the
pleasure of meeting him.
Sonny is survived
by his wife, Jean
Superczynski;
one
daughter, Betty Berardi;
two grandchildren, Brent
and Dawn Berardi; two
great-grandchildren,
Lindsey
and
Ian
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Three Harrison County Seniors Receive Go-WV Scholarships

Continued on Page 8

KANDACE ROBINSON

GO-WV (Gas & Oil
Association of WV)
has awarded $1,000
scholarships to 11
outstanding high school
seniors this Spring. Of
the 11 recipients, three
were from Harrison
County.
To be eligible, the
recipients must have at
least one parent who
works in the oil and

natural gas industry
for a GO-WV member
company
or
who
themselves work for
a GO-WV members
company, and who will
be attending a West
Virginia college or
university. Since the
program’s inception in
1997, a total of $180,500
in scholarships has been
invested in deserving

LANDON HALL
high school students.
Harrison
County
GO-WV
scholarship
recipients included:
   Madilyn Martin
received the Lori Miller
Smith Scholarship given
to a female student who
exhibits a passion for
education. Martin is
graduating from Lincoln
High School and will
be attending Fairmont

State University. Her
father, Eric Martin, is
employed by Greylock
Energy.
Kandace Robinson
received the Rubin
Scholarship.
This
scholarship,
funded
by
Steve
Rubin,
honors
Dan,
Sam
and Stan Rubin for
their
contributions
to the oil and natural

MADILYN MARTIN

gas industry in West
Virginia.
Robinson
is graduating from
Lincoln High School
and will be attending
Alderson
Broaddus
University. Her father,
David Robinson, is
employed by Antero
Resources.
Landon
Hall
received the inaugural
Duncan
Malcolm

Scholarship
which
recognizes not only
academic achievement,
but a commitment
to music.
Hall is
graduating
from
Bridgeport
High
School
and
will
be attending West
Virginia
University.
Her mother, Jodi Hall,
is employed by Arnett
Carbis Toothman.

Notre Dame High School Student Ben Long To Represent WV At Poetry Out Loud National Finals

BEN LONG
Notre Dame High
School student Ben
Long will represent
West Virginia at the
Poetry
Out
Loud
National Finals, which
will be webcast on
Thursday, May 27,
2021 at 7 p.m. at arts.
gov/poetry-out-loud.
Actor
and
writer
Shaun Taylor-Corbett
will host an evening
of recitations by the
top nine finalists, with
live interviews with
the students and the

announcement of the
2021 Poetry Out Loud
National Champion.
Long won the West
Virginia Poetry Out
Loud
championship
in March, with his
video
recitations
of Istanbul 1983 by
Sheila
Black,
An
Autumn Sunset by
Edith Wharton, and A
Blessing by James
Wright.
As
West
Virginia’s champion,
Long represented the
state at the National

Poetry
Out
Loud
Semifinals on May 2,
2021. Out of 55 state
and
jurisdictional
champions
who
competed
in
the
national
semifinals,
Long was named one
of only nine high
school students who
will compete in the
National Finals.
The 2021 Poetry
Out Loud National
Finals will take place
virtually with each
finalist
submitting
video
recordings
of their recitations
– selected from an
anthology of more
than 1,100 classic and
contemporary poems –
which will be part of
the May 27 webcast.
Judges will review and
score the recitations
based on criteria,
including
physical
presence, voice and

articulation, dramatic
appropriateness,
evidence
of
understanding, overall
performance
and
accuracy.
A total of $50,000
in awards and school
or
organizational
stipends will be given
at the Poetry Out
Loud National Finals,
including a $20,000
award for the National
Champion, $10,000 for
2nd place, $5,000 for
3rd place, and $1,000
for 4th – 9th places.
The
representing
schools of each of the
nine finalists receive
$500 for the purchase
of poetry materials.
The Poetry Out
Loud program begins
at the local level with
students participating
in school-based and
organization-based
contests. The winners

of those competitions
are
eligible
to
participate in the state
finals. This year 20
West Virginia high
school
champions
submitted recitation
videos which were
evaluated by a team
of judges including
writer and performer
Colleen
Anderson;
Amy Alvarez, a poet
and professor at West
Virginia University;
Marc Harshman, the
state’s poet laureate;
novelist and educator
Rajia Hassib; and
Dr. Joel Peckham, a
poet and professor at
Marshall University.
Ben Long, a senior
from The Performing
Arts
Conservatory
at Notre Dame High
School in Clarksburg,
was
named
state
champion
during
this year’s first-ever

West Virginia Poetry
Out
Loud
Video
Showcase.
Jason
Young
coordinates
the Poetry Out Loud
program at Notre
Dame. Dailey Ward,
a Wheeling Park High
School senior, was
the state runner up.
The school’s Poetry
Out Loud coordinator
is Gail Adams. Both
students and their
schools will receive
cash prizes as well as
handmade
trophies
created
by
Matt
Thomas of Gilmer
County.
Rounding out the
state’s top five finalists
were Natalea Johnson
of Spring Mills High
School,
Morgan
Sprouse representing
the Vintage Theater
Company, and Blaine
Yates of Greenbrier
East High School.

State Fair Of WV Announces 2021 Concert Series
Officials at the State
Fair of West Virginia
are happy to announce
the concert series for
the 96th annual event
set for August 1221, 2021, featuring
Nelly (8/12), Whiskey
Myers with special
guest the Steel Woods
(8/13), for KING
& COUNTRY with
special guest Rebecca
St.
James
(8/14),
STYX (8/15), Tracy
Lawrence and Tracy
Byrd (8/19), Brantley
Gilbert (8/20), and the
Buckin’B Bull Ride
(8/21).
Mac Powell & The
Family Reunion and
Shenandoah
will
play as free shows
on August 16 and 17,
respectively.
“We are extremely

excited to announce
the lineup for the 96th
Annual State Fair
of West Virginia,”
State Fair CEO Kelly
Collins stated. “It’s
been a long two years
since we’ve had our
gates open, but we are
more than ready to get
back to business.”
Tickets
for
all
shows will go on sale
Friday, May 21, at
10 AM and may be
purchased by calling
1-800-514-ETIX
(3849) or by visiting
w w w. s t a t e f a i r o f w v.
com. The State Fair
of West Virginia is not
responsible for tickets
bought from third
party vendors.
Attendees may be
asked to wear masks
or follow other social

distancing guidelines
if mandated by the
state at that time.
“We’ve learned over
the last several months
that the situation with
COVID-19 can change
quickly,”
Collins
stated.
“We
will
continue to work with
the state and our local
health department on
any and all guidelines
that we need to
follow.”
More
information
and bios for all artist
may be found at www.
statefairofwv.com.
The 96th State Fair
is scheduled August
12-21, 2021. The State
Fair of West Virginia
has a $13.8 milliondollar
economic
impact on the state of
West Virginia, and is

a 501 © 3 non-profit
corporation committed
to the traditions of
agriculture,
family
entertainment,
and
education.
For
more
information,
please visit www.
statefairofwv.com, or
follow fair events on
Facebook and Twitter.
View Online: http://
readme.readmedia.
com/State-Fair-ofW V- A n n o u n c e s 2021-ConcertSeries/17784101

